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Soviets begin Europe pullout 

BUDAPEST (AP) — Soviet soldiers loaded 31 tanks on a 
UknmHbMnd train Tuesday in the first stage of the Kremlin’s 
plan to reduce its decade4ongmStary presence in Eastern Europe 
by puffing back 5D,MQ tanks. Tim tank wit hdra wal was the first 
step in a partial pullback from Eastern Enrope amwmrtd by 
Soviet President Mikhafl S. Gorbachev last December under a 
scheme to reduce the Red Army by a hatf -mfifion men by the end of 
199Q. Soviet soldiers and tanks are scheduled to start leaving East 
Germany and Czedudovrida next month* when the first of some 
10,000 Kremfin troops dated to leave Hungary also wfll go home. 
About 450 tanks, 3,000 vehicles and move than 200 pieces of 
artillery also wfll be withdrawn from Hungary by the team tee 
parted pnfloot b tcnplted neat year. 
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AFESD grants loan for grid project 

CAIRO (Petra) — The Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development (AFESD) has approved a $120 million loan to finance 
a project to link the electric grids of Jordan and Egypt, Egyptian 
Minister of Ekctridty and Energy Maker A baza said Tuesday. 
Abaza said teat a high-level team from the AFESD would arrive in 
Cairo by mid-May for tee final signing of the fi nan c i n g agreement. 
The Egyptian minister said teat an international consulting office 
had been assigned to conduct a study on laying a 10 kilometre 
power line finking Tabaa with Aqaba, at a depth reaching up to 
800 metres. Abaza bad earlier discussed with an expert team a 
report on the feasibility study for finking the power grids of 
Jordan, Iraq. Syria, Egypt and Turkey. Egypt’s Electricity 
Corporation Director imad Sharqawi said Amman would be the 
headquarter for tee project’s t ec hn ic a l secretariat. 
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1 killed, 24 
wounded in 
occupied lands 


HM King Hussein 


King Fabd Urn Abdul Aziz 


Fahd voices full 
support for Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Hb Majesty King Hussein Tuesday received a 
telephone call from Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd Dm Abdul Aziz, who 
inquired about the situation in Jordan after the regrettable *"***-!*■ 
last week. 

King Hussein reassured tee Saudi leader that the situation was hack 
to normal and thanked him for ins concern. 

King Fahd expressed bis country’s total support for all steps taken 
by Jordan to eliminate tee root causes of tee regrettable incidents. 

The Saudi leader also congratulated King Hussein upon his return 
from visits to France and tee United States. 

U.N. says Namibian 
plan still on track 

NAIROBI (R) — The United Nations said Tuesday fighting between 
South West Africa People’s Organisation (SWAPO) guerrillas and 
South African-led forces, which had threatened Namibia’s inde- 
pendence plan, had been contained and the plan conldatiD go ahead 
on schedule. 

Speaking to reporters in Nairobi a day before the final contingent 
Of UJJ. peace-keeping troops is due to arrive in Namibia, UJf. 
spokesman Frederic Ecbkard said: ■ 

“UNTAG (United Nations Transitional Assistance Group) is . 
substantially in - piece -and -functioning. I think (the- plan) will 1 
certainly go ahead now if all parties want to keep it on schedule. We 
have a tot of catching up to do but we can do it.” 

The fighting erupted April 1, the day the UJi. plan went into 
effect, and threatened to derail the independence process in the 
territory, ruled by South Africa for the past 74 years in defiance of 
the United Nations. 

About 289 SWAPO nationafist guerrillas and 27 members of 
Sooth Africa’s security forces were killed. Few UNTAG men were in 
Namibia at the time. 

The final contingent of UNTAG troops — a battalion from 
Malaysia — is due to arrive in Namibia Wednesday to join other 
peace-keeping forces. 

Ecbkard, in Nairobi on his way to New York after spending a 
mouth in Namibia, said several issues stfll had to be resolved before 
Namibia’s general election in November. 

These include the release of political prisoners by South Africa’s 
appointed governor of Namibia — estimated by Echkard at about 
200 — the retain to the territory of op to 60,000 refugees and 
agreement on what the minim um voting age would be. 

Sooth Africa says voters should be at least 21 but SWAPO, widely 
expected to win tee polls, fiavoors 38. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Israeli soldiers shot Tuesday dead a Palesti- 
nian protester and shot and wounded at least 
24 others in the occupied West B ank and 
Gaza Strip. 


Troops also shot and wounded 
at least 20 demonstrators in the 
Gaza Strip and four in the West 
Bank. 

Hospital officials said Haled 
Musa Ermilat, 20, from the Gaza 
Strip town of Rafah, was killed by 
Israeli troops during dashes in 
Kb an Youms. 

His death raised to at least 450 
die number of Palestinians killed 
during the 16-month-old uprising. 

Palestinians said two other 
Palestinians found dead Tuesday 
were of men suspected of helping 
Israel suppress the revolt. One 
had been hacked and stabbed to 
death and the other had been 
badly beaten. 

Underground leaders in the 
territories have ordered harsh 
punishment for unrepentant col- 
laborators and at least 31 have 
been killed during the uprising. 

Police said Azam Abdul Rahim 
A1 Kadi, 21, was found dead in 
Nablus, the West Bank’s largest 
city. Ribhi Mahmoud Bani- 
Ondeh, 22, was kidnapped by 
; . masked men and ins body left in a , 
field near Tamonn village. 

Another Palestinian, aged 51, 
was knifed to death in the Gaza 
Strip. Arab sources said be was a 
drug dealer killed for criminal 
motives. 

Palestinian reporters, who in- 
sisted on anonymity, said the 
dead man was both a collaborator 
with Israel and a drug dealer who 
had been warned several times by 
the “strike forces” of the upris- 
ing, those who enforce the lead- 
ership’s orders. 

Hospitals in Gaza said three 
14-year-old girls were shot and 
wounded by troops Tuesday dur- 
ing stone-throwing outside ’a 
Gaza City school. 

A 65 -year-old man from 
Jabalya camp and *a 17-year-old 
boy from Deir AI Balah camp 


Soviet party weeds out 
elders from leadership 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The er, he added that 24 candidate 
Communist Party’s Central Com- . members of the Central Commit- 
minee Tuesday cleared out senior tee had been promoted to foil 


'members to make way for a 
renewal of the party’s top policy- 
making body that could streng- 
then President Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev. 

Party ideology chief Vadim A. 
. Medvedev told a news conference 
that the Central Committee 
unanimously approved a request 
from senior members of the Cen- 
tral Committee and candidate 
members to accept their retire- 
ment. 

The TASS news agency said 
those who resigned had “reached 
the pensionable age." It said “a 
number’’ of Central Committee 
members and candidate members 
had re ti red, but did not say bow 
many. 

Medvedev did not give a fi- 
gure, nor list any names, Howev- 


membership. 

Gorbachev has complained in 
the past that opposition to his 
reform programme exists all the 
way to the 30-member Central 
Committee, which bas included 
many officials who held spots 
there long before he became par- 
ty leader in March 1985. 

Medvedev, describing the vote 
as a milestone in Gorbachev’s 
perestroika reform programme, 
indicated that as many as 100 
people could have stepped down 
although he gave no . exact 
number. 

He said 24 figures — including 
some dosely associated with re- 
form — had been promoted to 
full membership of the committee 
from among its candidate or non- 
voting ranks. 


‘‘This should be regarded as a 
serious and important milestone 
on the course of perestroika,” he 
declared. 

The development was a dear 
victory for Gorbachev, who 
Soviet intellectuals with high- 
level connections say has been 
hampered in pursuing reform by 
the continued presence of many 
old officials in the committee. 

Among candidate members of 
the committee moved into its top 
ranks — whefa before Tuesday 
numbered 301 — were former 
ambassador to West Germany 
Valentin Falin, physicist Yevgeny 
Velikhov and foreign affairs ex- 
pert Yevgeny Primakov. 

Normally, dramatic changes in 
the composition of the commit- 
tee, which is often described as 
the party’s parliament, are de- 
rided at party congress, the last of 
which was held in early 1986. 


Clashes flare in Mauritania 


NOUAKCHOTT (Agencies) — 
Mauritanian President Moham- 
mad Maaonya Onld Sid ’Ahmad 
Taya Tuesday ordered a night 
curfew in the country’s two mam 
cities, following widespread vio- 
lence against Senegalese resi- 
dents. 

Officials said tee 10-hour cur- 
few would be enforced in the 
capital Nouakchott and the coas- 
tal town of Nouadhibou. 

• Communal violence erupted 
Mond ay in the capital Nooak- 
tirctt in a backlash against 
T'feeteod incidents m neighbour- 
ing Senegal, where there was 
widespread looting of shops own- 


ed by 

Witnesses said protesters 
"mod with iron ban and elites 
ransacked makeshift in tee 


city’s markets and beat up their 
Senegalese owners. 

On Monday afternoon security 
forces sealed off Nouakchott’s 
sprawling main market to try to 
stop the rioting. 

Attacks on Mauritanian prop- 
erties continued Tuesday for the 
fourth consecutive day in Dakar 
but on a much smaller scale. 

Soldiers were deployed during 
the night in troubled areas for the 
first time since the riots began 
Saturday. 

Mauritanian traders and their 
families, apparently fearing for 
their fives, were escorted during 
tee night by security forces to a 
mosque near the city’s centre. 

Reporters were banned by sol- 
diers from entering the mosque’s 
spraw ting compound where an 


estimated 10,000 Mauritanians 
have taken refuge. 

Mauritanian diplomats said a 
government-chartered plane was 
expected to leave Dakar later 
Tuesday to repatriate a first 
group of refugees. 

Mauritanians and Senegalese 
have been fighting over a band of 
fertile territory bordering the 
Senegal River, tire frontier be- 
tween the two countries. Nouak- 
chott bas complained of Sene- 
galese farmin g the Mauritanian 
side of tee border. 

On April 9, two Senegalese 
peasants were shot and killed by 
-Mauritanian authorities in the vil- 
lage of Diawara, Senegal. The 
same day, Senegal captured 13 
Mauritanians, who were later re- 
leased. 


were also wounded, they said. 

In the West Bank city of Heb- 
ron, residents said troops shot 
and wounded three Palestinians. 
Israelis smashed car and shop 
windows in tee city Monday after 
their tour buses were stoned. 

A member of Israel’s parlia- 
ment said, meanwhile, that he 
was demanding an investigation 
into a report that an army colonel 
bragged about subverting an in- 
vestigation into tee killing of a 
Palestinian by soldiers. 

Dedi Zucker of the Citizens 
Rights Movement said he was 
told by a reserve soldier teat 
during a briefing near tee West 
B ank city of Ram all ah. the col- 
onel was asked what would hap- 
pen to someone who shot a 
Palestinian. 

The reservist told Zucker that 
the colonel replied: “listen, I 
have an example for you. Two 
weeks ago a Palestinian was shot 
at close range and when tee 
investigators came, we arranged 
it so there would be no problem.” 
_ Zucker told , the AP tha t , he 
wrote Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin three weeks ago to 
ask for an investigation into the 
death in the village of Deir Pari a, 
near Ramallah. but received no 
reply. 

Israeli officials said Tuesday 
that Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens would visit the United 
States in mid-May for further 
talks on Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir's plan to hold elections in 
the occupied territories. 

Shamir’s plan includes propos- 
als to hold elections in the occu- 
pied lands, improve conditions 
for Palestinian refugees, better 
relations with Arab states, and 
reaffirm the principles of the 
Camp David accords. 

The U.S. State Department 
urged on Monday that both 


Israelis and Pales tinians keep an 
open mind about developing a 
plan to hold the balloting, (see 
page 2). 

Shamir, meanwhile, visited 
Jerusalem’s Old Gty and de- 
clared that Israel would never 
give up any part of Jerusalem in a 
settlement with Palestinians. 

Police Minister Chaim Bar-Lev 
said he ordered an investigation 
into Palestinian journalists' cards 
that have been acquired by many 
foreign reporters. 

The step came after police 
officers were filmed using “press" 
signs on their cars and Palestinian 
charges that Israeli secret agents 
were presenting themselves as 
journalists. Masked activists of 
the uprising have often stopped 
reporters to check their creden- 
tials. 

“Those issuing these cards are 
an organisation in Jerusalem.” 
Bar-Lev said. “We will check if 
it’s against the law, and what law, 
and what steps can we take 
against people issuing these 
cards.” 

Robert Slater, chairman of the 
Foreign Press Association, said 
foreign journalists had to use the 
Palestinian cards because of the 
Israeli officials posing as journal- 
ists. 

“After police were posing as 
Journalise!, the Palestinians saw 
the Israeli press c*ds as identify 1 
ing either a real journalist or a 
police agent,” he said on Israel 
radio. 

“It gives them some possibility 
to check if the man is really a 
reporter and we accept it, it 
makes it easier for us,” Slater 
said. 

Radwan Abu Ay ash, whose 
Arab Media Centre in Arab Jeru- 
salem gives out the press cards in 
the name of tee Arab Journalists 
Association, said he had been 
issuing them for two years and 
Bar-Lev was “making a snowball 
out of nothing.” 

“We have a licence from the 
interior ministry. This is a private 
card that does not need author- 
isation. It bas no political dimen- 
sion whatsoever 






CROWN PRINCE VISITS GHQ: His Royal Jordanian Air Force and the Armed Forces 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Tuesday inspector general. Prince Hassan, accompanied 
visited the Armed Forces Headquarters where he by Abu TaJeb, visited one of the formations of the 
was received by Chief of Staff General Fathi Abu Armed Forces and listened to a briefing on its 
Taleb and his assistan ts, the commander of the duties and talks (Petra photo) 

PLO leaders accept 
elections conditionally 


TUNIS (R) — Palestinian leaders 
have accepted Israel's proposals 
for elections in the occupied terri- 
tories if they are part of an overall 
settlement, a senior Palestinian 
official said Tuesday. 

Sal ah KhaJaf, deputy to Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
in the m ains tream Fateh move- 
ment, told Reuters Tuesday that 
leaders from all Palestinian fac- 
tions agreed such elections could 
be held, possibly even before an 
Israeli troop pullout from the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“We can discuss elections as 
one stage in a series of defined 
stages^ as lojog_as it’s_clear that 
the final settlement is self-deter- 
minarin and Israeli withdrawal 
from all occupied territory under 
(U.N.) Resolution 242,” he said. 

Khalf (Abu Iyad), said in an 
interview that PLO leaders took 
the decision during a three-day 
meeting in Tunis which ended 
Monday night. 

PLO spokesman have pre- 
viously said the organisation 
could not endorse elections be- 
fore Israeli withdrawal and U.N. 
supervision of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, who has rejected any 
troops pullout before elections, 
put forward the idea of a poll as 
part of a revived “autonomy” 
scheme similar to tfae one in the 
Camp David accords of 1978 


which led to a treaty between 
Egypt and Israel. 

Shamir, whose proposal re- 
ceived cautious backing from 
U.S. President George Bush, 
sees it as a way of Palestinians 
being selected to negotiate with 
Israel an interim period of self- 
rule in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Abu Iyad said the PLO re- 
jected this. 

“If they say (the elections are) 
for autonomy, then we reject 
autonomy and we have rejected it 
in tee past... we have to know 
where elections lead in the end. 
To discuss elections alone would 
be to fall into the trap which 
Shamir wants,”' he said. 

Asked if all Palestinian factions 
accepted this point of view, he 
said, “They all take the same 
position, the Popular Struggle 
Front, the Popular Front, the 
Democratic Front... nobody mis- 
sed this meeting,” a reference to 
groups within the PLO that had 
previously opposed some of Ara- 
fat’s peace ideas. 

Abu Iyad confirmed that a 
PLO delegation would visit 
Damascus after the end of Rama- 
dan for reconciliation talks with- 
out preconditions. 

He said the PLO had not yet 
decided who to semi. Other PLO 
officials have said Farouk Kad- 
doumi, the head of the Political 
Department, would be the de- 
legation leader. 


Soviet backing 

The Soviet Union supports the 
PLO in its rejection of elections 
in tee West Bank and Gaza Strip 
under Israeli occupation, the 
PLO news agency WAFA said 
Tuesday. 

Vladimir Poliakov, head of the 
Middle East Department in the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry, sup- 
ported the PLO position in talks 
with Arafat in Tunis Monday, it 
said. 

Arens to visit U.S. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens will visit tee United States 
in mid-May to' discuss details of 
Shamir's election plan, an Israeli 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

At the same time, he said, four 
working committees had been set 
up in the ministry to work out 
Israel's specific stand on each of 
the four points in Shamir's plan. 

“The intention is to work on 
the plan as soon as possible,” said 
the spokesman. 

He said the committees would 
begin meeting in the next few 
weeks. He also said he expects 
tee cabinet to meet before Arens’ 
trip to discuss tbe plan, which has 
not yet been approved by the 
Isreli government. 

The exact date of Arens’ visit 
and with whom he will meet have 
not been derided, the spokesman 
said. 


Shells rain on 
Beirut on eve 
of Arab talks 


A Beirut resident who spent the night in an underground shelter 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Mortar 
bombs and shells pounded Beirut 
in a four-hour onslaught Tuesday 
as Arab peacemakers put the 
final touches to plans to deploy a 
ceasefire observer force. 

Hours after the bombardment 
broke a week-long lull in the 
battles teat have been raging 
around Beirut since mid-March, 
sporadic shellfire was still hitting 
coastal areas and mountain 
towns. 

Radio stations said shells bat- 
tered coastal positions around 
Byblos, north of Beirut, at a rate 
of three every five minutes. A 
sleeping man was killed in west 
Beirut when a shell crashed into 
his home. 

Five U.N. vehicles were des- 
troyed by shellfire which hit east 
Beirut during tee barrage but no 
casualties were reported, security 
sources said. 

More than 230 people have 
been killed since the fighting 
flared after army commander 
Major-General Michel Aoun 
ordered a sea blockade of illegal 
militia ports. 

. The U.N. Security Council 
Monday renewed appeals for a 
ceasefire and threw its support 
behind Arab League mediation. 

League foreign ministers seek- 
ing to end tbe fighting and help 
Lebanese solve their differences 
are due to meet in Tunis 
Wednesday. 

The prime mover of the 
league's peace committee, 
Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah AI Ahmad Al Sabah, said 


before leaving for Tunis that he 
welcomed the U.N. backing. 

The league is planning to send 
between 200 and 300 ceasefire 
observers to Lebanon, to deploy 
along Beirut’s green line and 
eastwards to the mountains. 

Pro-Syrian political sources 
said Damascus, which has 40,000 
troops in Lebanon, had no objec- 
tions to an Arab observer force. 

But, the Arab effort was jolted 
when Justice Minister Nabih Ber- 
ri, whose Amal militia has taken 
no part in the fighting so far, 
rejected the dispatch of an Arab 
observer force for the proposed 
demilitarisation of Beirut. 

“We need teem to help us 
politically.” be told a news con- 
ference in his sandbagged house 
in west Beirut. “We don’t need 
more armies... another multi- 
national Arab force.” 

Aoun was later reported to 
have accepted the observer force 
“as a first step" towards ending 
the fighting and finding a political 
solution. 

He said in a telephone inter- 
view with the London-based 
Mideast Mirror newsletter from 
Beirut: “We fiave no objection to 
the observer force so long as it 
doesn't include any of the partici- 
pants of the fighting.” 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) is prepared to 
send its own forces to Lebanon to 
quell the fighting but would still 
back an effort for Arab observers 
to oversee a ceasefire, a PLO 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

“It is a proposal, an initiative,” 


said PLO spokesman Ahmad 
Abdul Rahman in Tunis, “a gest- 
ure from the PLO. We are ready 
to send a peace force to stop tee 
war.'” 

The mediation Arab team will 
go over the plan Tuesday evening 
and put the final version to an 
emergency meeting of the Arab 
League Wednesday. 

“The ceasefire will be fairly 
easy. The political solution will 
remain in the hands of the 
Lebanese, but I believe there are 
good grounds for hope,” a senior 
Arab League official said. 

In a touch of irony, Beirut’s 
electricity was restored Monday, 
after power stations began gener- 
ating again with fuel supplied by a 
French navy tanker over the 
weekend. 

Power was rationed for only 
two hours a day. But it was the 
first grid electricity the capital has 
had in 10 days after fuel ran out at 
power plants. 

Water supplies also began 
trickling back as the capital’s 
pumping system, shut down when 
power was cut off, resumed op- 
erations. Water too was rationed. 

The random bombardment 
raged from midnight to daybreak, 
forcing tens of thousands of 
Beirutis in the eastern and west- 
era sectors to shelter in under- 
ground bunkers. It later slack- 
ened into sporadic shelling. 

East Beirut was hammered 
with 240-mm mortars and Soviet- 
designed BM-21 rockets laun- 
chers that fire 40 122-nun projec- 
tiles in 20 seconds. 









Mousavi finds CIA links 
with W. German embass 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran said Tues- 
day its break-up of U.S. apy 
networks uncovered proof that 
West German embassies in 
Europe cooperated with the U.S. 
Central intelligence Agencv 
(CIA). 

Prime Minister Mir-Hossein 
Mousavi said in an interview 
quoted by Tehran Radio that the 
spies whose arrest was announced 
Friday were organised in various 
branches directly linked with CIA 
bases in Europe and the United 
States. 

“The arrested people will be 
tried in court and punished for 
treason against the Islamic re- 
volution and the people of their 
country/' the radio, monitored in 
Cyprus, quoted him as saying. 

Mousavi said investigations 
had turned up evidence linking 
the spies with embassies in 
Europe of certain European 
countries, especially those of 
West Germany. 

“The people of West Germany 
should be aware that their embas- 
sies are at the service of U.S. spy 
machinery/' he said without ela- 
borating. 

Mousavi said the network in- 
cluded cells which had received 
military training at U.S. bases, 
logistical groups and intelligence- 
gathering operatives in the armed 
forces. 

Mousavi did not disclose how 
many people had been arrested, 
but said the sweep was a “devas- 
tating blow" to the CIA. 

The United States Friday 
brushed aside Iranian accounts of 
the uncovered the spy ring. “We 


frankly don't know what they are 
talking about/' White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwaier told 
reporters. 

Parliamentary Speaker Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani said 
Friday that U.S. embassies in 
West Germany and Turkey had 
been instrumental in recruiting 
spies from among Iranians ap- 
plying for visas to got to the 
United States. 

Mousavi said the CIA's action 
violated an indirect agreement 
reached with Algerian mediation 
in January 1981 under which 
Washington pledged not to inter- 
fere in Iran's internal affairs. 

The agreement freed 52 Amer- 
icans held hostage in the takeover 
of the U.S. embassy in Tehran by 
militant students on Nov. 4, 1979. 

It also set up a tribunal to 
arbitrate financial claims between 
Iran and the United States, and 
Mousavi said Iran would take the 
spy charges to this forum. 

Mousavi said Iran had unco- 
vered the spy ring without any 
help from foreign intelligence ser- 
vices. The ring bad gathered data 
on a vast range of military, eco- 
nomic, political and social sub- 
jects. 

The network controlled “cer- 
tain people at different levels, 
even in sensitive positions, who 
could have access to a lot of 
information/' Mousavi said. 

He said the network’s branch 
in the armed forces had relayed 
information about movements of 
Iranian combatants to the CIA 
for several years. 


Rafsanjani said Friday that 
senior navy officers who had bet- 
rayed Iranian naval movements 
in the Gulf to the Americans 
during the war with Iraq were 
among those arrested. 

In Bonn, a spokesman for the 
West German Foreign Ministry 
declined comment on Mousavi’s 
accusations, saying Iran had not 
been in touch with the Bonn 
government on the matter. 

West Germany maintained bet- 
ter relations with Iran’s fun- 
damentalist Islamic government 
than other Western nations dur- 
ing much of the 1980s. 

But relations suffered a blow 
when West Germany and other 
European Community (EC) 
countries recalled their ambassa- 
dors earlier this year in response 
to Tehran's death threats against 
British author Salman Rushdie 
over his book “The Satanic 
Verses." 

The Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said the West German 
ambassador would remain in 
Bonn until further notice. 

Iran accused West Germany 
Monday of helping Iraq to de- 
velop medium-range missiles and 
other weapons and said it might 
curb trade with Bonn in protest. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said West German charge 
d' Affaires- Thomas Troemel was 
summoned to Lhe Foreign Minis- 
try to receive Tehran's protest. 

West Germany was Iran's lead- 
ing trade partner last year with 
exports amounting to SI. 6 billion 
and imports of $600 million, most 
of it crude ofl. 


I if* 


NajibuIIah renews charges of 
Pakistani armed intervention 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Afghan 
President NajibuIIah accused 
Pakistan in an interview pub- 
lished Tuesday of pouring “oil on 
fire/' by sending troops into 
Afghanistan to fight against his 
Soviet-backed government. 

He told the daily Al Watan 
Pakistan was violating the Gene- 
va accord under which the Soviet 
Union withdrew its estimated 
115,000 troops from Afghanistan. 

“If such interventions and 
aggression do not stop... there 
are no guarantees that the flames 
of war will bum only Afgha- 
nistan." 


“Those who pour oil on fire 
will not be secure." NajibuIIah 
said. 

The Soviets completed their 
pullback on Feb. 15. ending nine 
years of occupation, the Mujahc- 
deen have since been fighting to 
overthrow NajibuIIah. 

Najibuilah said Arabs were 
fighting alongside the Mujahe- 
deen in the present offensive on 
Jalalabad. 115 kilometres east of 
Kabul. 

Saudi Arabia and other Arab 
countries have denied such 
charges, although Saudi Arabia 
has said some individual volun- 


teers had joined the rebels. 

The New York Times reported 
Sunday that the offensive against 
Jalalabad was ordered by the 
Pakistani government at a meet-, 
ing attended by the U.S. ambas- 
sador. Pakistan has denied the 
report and Washington withheld 
comment. 

NajibuIIah said: “A joint 
2.000-strong force, comprising 
Pakistani troops, from the bri- 
gades no. 11 and 18 and Muslim 
extremist militias launched an 
offensive on Jalalabad with the 
hope of taking the city ii* 72 
hours. 


Afghan refugees in Kabul 
wait patiently for peace 


By Sharon Herbaugh 

The Associated Press 

KABUL — Mohammad Jqubi does not worry 
about how Afghanistan's decade-long civil war 
will end. He is dreaming about what he will do 
when it's finally over. 

“I just want to go home," the 60-year-old 
farmer said. He, his wife, their son and grandchil- 
dren fled to Kabul in the early days of the war 
after Soviet jets bombed their village in northern 
Afghanistan. 

“Our house was destroyed twice, so we de- 
rided to come to Kabul and wait," said Jqubi, 
who sal cross-legged in front of a trinket stand he 
set up in the city's old bazaar. 

Life is tough right now, he said, but it would be 
worse at home.' 

“Someday we’ll go back. I know we will, and 
we’ll plant crops and rebuild ihe house and...," 
the turbanned Jqubi said in broken English, his 
voice trailing off. 

An insurgency began immediately after a coup 
that ousted President Mohammad Daoud April 
27, 1978. and installed a Marxist government. 

More than five million Afghans — about 
one-third of the country's pre-war population — 
have since fled to Afghanistan's neighbours to 
the east and west. Pakistan and Iran. Towns and 
refugee camps house more than three million 
Afghans. 

A year ago, the government of President 
NajibuIIah declared a policy of “national recon- 
tilation’’ and offered a package of enticements to 
refugees, including a six-month exemption from 
military service. 

By official count, only about 1S8.00Q Afghans 


living in refugee camps outside the country have 
responded. And with no sign of peace, that 
trickle is slowing. 

Others, like Jqubi, fled the bombs and bullets 
and came to Kabul, which rests in dun-coloured 
poverty in a basin ringed by mountains that the 
guerrillas control. 

Many of the refugees set up shops in the 
bazaars, where women covered in full-length 
pleated veils sort onions, carrots and greens for 
sale. 

Crowds of shoppers and traders throng the 
narrow walkways between open troughs carrying 
huge vats of water. The smell of raw sewage from 
the Kabul River mingles with the exotic scents of 
the spice shops. 

Whether the U.S.-backed guerrillas will press 
on with their fight to oust NajibuIIah and his 
government is an open question. But few expect 
a unified opposition to emerge. 

‘Tired of war’ 

Said Masum, who left his home in Paktia 
province about 18 months ago, believes less than 
a quarter of all Afghans are concerned with 
politics and are ready to cope with whatever 
political settlement can be worked out. 

"We're just tired of war," he sighed. 

“I think if there were a true coalition govern- 
ment, we would all be happy. I don't care who’s 
in power as long as I can sell my birds/* the 
47-year-old Masum said. 

For he and the other refugees in Kabul, 
replacing the peril and loss of the civil war with 
the familiar troubles of the past would be a 
welcome change. 

Few of the merchants, farmers, students and 


Scenes from' the uprising: (Left) P ales ti nian girts stone troops approaching their village in the occupied Wes* Bank. An Israeli soldier takes aim at an AP- 
pbotograpber after ordering him to leave the scene (centre). Photo at right shows soldiers taking away by forcea Palestinian boy. 

(/.S. advocates open mind on elections, urges end to violence 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States Monday urged 
Israelis and Palestinians to 
keep an open mind about an 
evolving plan for elections in 
the occupied territories and to 
restrain a recent escalation of 
the violence between them. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
the United States was deeply 
concerned over the increase in 
casualties over the past few 
days in clashes between Israeli 
troops and Palestinians protest- 
ing Israel's rule of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 


“The increase in tensions 
runs directly counter to the 
cause of peace.” she said. “We 
strongly urge both sides to ex- 
ercise restraint. We remain de- 
termined to work with all par- 
ties to break out of the current 
confrontation and to replace 
violence with political dialogue 
and accommodation/' 

Discussing the possibility of 
Palestinian elections as a first 
step towards peace settlement, 
Tutwiler said the United States 
would work closely with all 
the parties in the region in 


developing that concept fully. 

The goal, she said, is to 
create conditions for direct 
negotiations and peace. 

“If elections are to fulfill 
their potential in this regard, it 
will be essential that they be 
free and fair in the best tradi- 
tion of democracy. All those 
truly committed to peace 
should demonstrate that com- 
mitment by keeping an open 
mind to proposals that can adv- 
ance the process," she said. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir has proposed a plan for 


Australia, New Zealand join 
int’l condemnation of Israel 


NEW YORK — Australia's new- 
ly appointed ambassador to the 
United Nations, Dr. Peter 
Wilenski, has strongly conde- 
mned Israel over its “proven inci- 
dents of violence against Palesti- 
nian civilians." 

Dr. Wilenski — in his first 
address to the General Assembly 
— also criticised Israeli restric- 
tions on access to the Al Aqaba 
Mosque in Jerusalem, ones of 
Islam's holiest places. 

“Australia and New Zealand 
cannot condone the arbitrary me- 
asures being used by Israel to 
contain unrest and, in particular, 
such practices as the use of live 
ammunition against Palestinian 


demonstrators," he said. 

Dr. Wilenski spoke for New 
Zealand under an arrangement 
between the two countries — and 
in some cases Canada — under 
which they will frequently pool 
resources to more effectively 
wade through the deluge of work 
at the U.N. 

There is also some thought that 
as the CAN bloc (Canada, Au- 
stralia, New Zealand), the three 
countries might have a more 
powerful voice if they spoke as 
one. 

Dr. Wilenski was supporting a 
resolution condemning Israel and 
also calling on the Security Coun- 
cil to provide international pro- 


tection for Pales tinians “in occu- 
pied Palestinian territory” Cana- 
da also voted in favour of the 
resolution. 

The resolution was passed by 
129 votes to two (the United 
States and Israel) with one ab- 
stension (Liberia). All major 
U.S. allies in Western Europe, 
including the U.K. and France, 
voted in favour. 

Dr. Wilenski said that Austra- 
lia and New Zealand accepted 
“the right of the Palestinian peo- 
ple to self-determination includ- 
ing, if they choose, to independ- 
ence and the possibility of estab- 
lishing their own mdependenti ' 
State.” —Sydney Mriming Herald. 


" iB&ZJ. 




Au international Red Cross Society in Kabul for war wounded (Sygma photo) 


labourers biding their time in the relatively safe 
capital display much emotion when asked what 
they expert: to happen next. 

Instead, they seem eager to return to their 
former lives and to times when the battles were as 
numerous but dealt with land and water feuds 
instead of political ideology. 

Akmed Jallaa, an English-speaking carpet 
dealer on Chicken street, the venue of the 
wealthy and foreigners, says business is good 


despite the war. Bnt be says he also would be 
happy to leave it all behind and go back to his 
native city of Kandahar in southern Afghanistan. 

“I'm not afraid of either side.” said Jallaa, 49, 
who has been living in Kabul for about two years. 
How will he make a living after a decade of 

fightin g? 

He shrugged and replied: “We made our living 
in other ways before we came here and we'll 
make it in other ways when we leave." 


elections in the West Bank and 
Gaza to choose Palestinians to 
negotiate an interim peace 
treaty with Israel. 

The Palestine Liberation. 
Organisation (PLO) reportedly 
has countered with a proposal 
for elections in the occupied 
lands for members of the Pales- 
tine National Council. 

Shamir says Israel will never 
hold talks with the PLO but 
several Labour Party ministers 
recently have urged a change in 
Israel's stand. 

Tutwiler cautioned that dis- 


cussions of an election format 
had just begun in the Middle 
East, following presentation of 
the plan to the U-S.-. adminis- 
tration during Shamir's visit 
h< earlier this month. 

“Obviously, during the 
course of these discussions, 
there will be many and varied 
views on the issue, some work- 
able, some not,” she said. 

“We will work closely with 
all the parties in the region in 
developing the concept fully so 
that it can work and contribute 
towards creating conditions for 
direct negotiations and peace." 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

EC gives $324,000 to UNRWA 

BRUSSELS (R) — The European Community (EC) said 
Tuesday it was giving 290,000 ECUs ($324,000) medical aid to a 
United Nations programme which helps Palestinian refugees. It 
said the money would go to the United Nations Relief .and works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA)' to pay for medical 
supplies and cover the costs of hiring trained staff. Last 
-Wednesday the community said it was giving UNRWA $19.2 
mflfi nn ECUs ($21.5 million) to help feed the more than 2.2 
million refugees in camps in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Iranians stone 11 to death 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranians have stoned to death 11 prostitutes or 
pimps in an execution watched by thousands of people at a sports 
stadium. The Iranian newspaper Kayhan. available in Nicosia 
Tuesday, said the 11 were among 15 men and women sentenced to 
. deatfi for Tunmng a prostitution, network in several Iranian 
provinces anefan unnamed Arab Gulf country. The names of the 
15 executed indicated that II or 12 were women. The paper did 
not say how many of those stoned to death were women and did 
not report bow the other four people were executed. The court 
convicted the 15 of “spreading corruption on earth”. Kayhan said 
a total of 58 people were charged. Six were acquitted and the 
others were flogged or jailed. The paper said all the executions in 
the Gulf city ofBusbehr were watched by thousands of people. 

U.N. food convoy reaches Sudan town 

NAIROBI (R) — A U.N. food convoy late Monday reached the 
rebel-held town of Torit in southern Sudan after negotiating mud 
and seasonal rivets already beginning to flow across the roadway. 
Paul Mitchell, a spokesman for the U.N. World Food Programme 
(WFP) in Nairobi, said the 31-truck convoy carried 300 to 400 
tonnes of maize destined for about 50,000 people people in the 
area. Relief agencies are racing to get as much food as possible 
into war-torn southern Sudan before the rainy season makes most 
roads and airstrips in the region unusable. 

Ozal sues author for defamation 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish’ Prime Minister Turgut Ozal and his 
wife Semra are suing the author of a best-selling book about the 
Ozal family for defamation of character, their lawyer said 
Tuesday. “The Qzais are seeking 300 million lira ($145,000) in 
damages jointly from the author and the publisher, “lawyer Bilgin 
Yaziaoglu told Reuters. The book, “Where is Turgut Running 
From” by Emin Colasan, is a scathing attack on the Ozal family’s 
role in state affairs. It has sold more than 200,000 copies since it 
was published in January. 

Bush vows to seek hostage release 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President George Bush vowed Monday 
to “go the extra mile” to seek the release of the hostages held in 
Lebanon. “I just want to say without being able to give you any 
good news that we are concerned, we will follow every intelli- 
gence lead, we will go the extra mile to do what we can,” Bush 
said, speaking before the annual luocheon of the AP in Chicago. 
He specifically mentioned Terry Anderson, chief Middle East 
Correspondent of the AP, kidnapped March 16, 1985. “So we will 
continue to keep this question of the hostages on the front 
burner,” the president said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-10 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 Koran 

15:49 Programme review 

15:45 Children's programmes 

17:15 Programme on plank 

17 JO Oul of World 

1&0Q News summary in Arabic 

18:05 Cairo New* Me^ugc 

18:15 Arabic sene* 

19=00 Local programme 

19=39 Common nnsiaivcs 

I W0 Programme review 

2M0 New? in Arabic 

2th3ft Arabic scries 

21:30 Programme review 

22:10 Wrestling 

23:00 News summary in Arabic 

PROGRAMME TWO 

IffcM Documentary 

1*00 News in French 

19:15 Aujotird' bui en Ji’rd.ime 

19i30 News in Hebrew 

2M0 New* in Arabic 

2*30 Lite with Lucy 

21:10 Documentary 

22M New? in English 

22t30 The Allien ‘ ear; 

PRAYER TIMES 

03:27 Fair 

(M?5/ (Sunnsc) Dulu 

11.33 Dhuhr 

15:12 Asr 

18:10 Maghreb 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Snetffch, 

Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Cbnrcli, Tel. 
*32785. 

SL Joseph Church Tei. 624590. 
Cfaurcb of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaOc Church Tel. h61757 
Terasanla Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383, Tel. 
MS54J. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

Stt- Ephraim Church Tel. «i!75I. 
Ammon International Church Tel 

685326. 

Evangetica 1 Lctheran Church Te r : 
81 1295 

Rain bo* Congregation Tel. S22605. 
The Church of Jems Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 815817. S21264 

KTEATHES 

Bulletin supplied by r/ie Department of 
Meteorology. 

[t will be fair and winds will be 
northwevicriy moderate. In 1 : 4364 , 
winds will be northerly moderate and 

seas calm. 
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Min /mfli temp. 

Amman 14 / n 7 

Aqaba 19/36 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Bassam SaJarini (— ) 

Deserts 12/30 

Jordan Valley 18/33 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 27, Aqaba 37. Humidity readings: 
Amman 17 per cent, Aqaba 17 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

EMERGENCIES 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Reescuc h30341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621 111.637777 

Fire Brigade 62209WM 

Blood Bank 775121 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Haiti Haddadin 777751 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 656390/91 

Public Security Department 

Dr. Fakher Balbisi 625778 

Dr. Tayseer Khader 606857 

Dr Abbas Hakim 891256 

Kras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmchuni pharmacy 637660 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Atai Bair (— ) 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12 

Overseas CaH* 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy (985238) 

Radio Jordan 774111 


Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 06-53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 06-52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khabdi Maternity . J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity .J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shine isani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdah 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Ittalian, AI-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-JBashir, J. Aahrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

DIBID* 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This infomudoo o supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at Ac Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (0815320O-S. where k 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

99:10 Damascus (RJ) 


Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Dhahran, Kuwait (RJl 

Laraaca(RJ) 

Los Angeles, Chicago, Vienna 
(RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 


New York. Vienna ( 

London, Geneva ( 

Brussels, Frankfort 1 

Madrid, Rome | 

Belgrade, Bucharest! 


8*20 Baghdad (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

0*35 Cairo (MS) 

10s40 — Rome (AZ) 

12*0 - Benghazi (LN) 

12:15 Sana'a, Jeddah (IY) 

12:15 Baghdad (1A) 

1330 „ Kuwait (KU) 

14:10 Istanbul. Ankara (TK) 

1&25 Jeddah (SV) 

lfcM Frankfurt (LH1 

20&5 .......... Tripoli, Damascus (PfQ 

23:55 Tunis (TU) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal (1) 


OfcSS ... 
Ift45 ... 
1U30 ... 
11 ... 
... 

12*1 ... 
19:15 ... 
1*40 ... 
1*45 ... 
2*10 .... 
2*15 ... 
2*20 .... 
2*30 ... 
21*8 .... 
.2240 .... 


.... Belgrade. Bucharest | 
- Riyadh | 


Amsterdam, New York j 

Geneva, London ( 

Calcutta | 

Kuwait, Dhahran l 

- Bahrain, Doha 


Cairo (RJ) 

...... Aba Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal (2) 

9539 .............. Cairo, London (BA) 

USS Laraaca. Zurich (SR) 

-JW9 CasolMSl 


RomefAZ) 

13:90 Benghazi (LN) 

13:15 Jeddah, Sana'a (TY) 

15:10 ......... Dhahran (TK) 

17:40 Medina. Jeddah (SV) 

1*25 Sanaa (LH) 

IMS ........ Kaiwriri (PK) 

91:00 - Dubai fhj) 

market prices 

Uppctfhwcr price in St per kg. 

Almond 600/500 

AFP* 6 500 / 400 

Banana .... 350 / 300 

Banana (Mnfcammar) 300/230 

Beans 250 / 200 

Broadbeans 90/ 60 

Cabbage- 80/ 50 

Cirrott 160/120 

Cauliflower 140/100 

Cucumber* 170/120 

i ....450/400 

Eggptam — 160/120 

Garlic — 240/200 

Lemon 380 / 300 

Lettuce (per one) _1 80/ 50 

Mantiwfhiw) 70 / 40. 

Marrow (snail) ....... 140/100 

Orange ....380/520 

Onion (dry) .... ,• 90/ 60 

Onkmfaeen) 90/ 60 

ftspperpwt) 160/120 

PeppeKsweet) 240-/ 200 

Potato 260 / 200 

Spinach — 150/100 

Strawberry. — 1500/1000 

Tomatoes 270/220 
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Jordan imported JD 101m 
of foodstuff in 1988 


Student nurses during Tuesday’s scientific day held at the 
University of Jordan 

Faculty of nursing 
holds scientific day 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Faculty of year with MSc degrees to helj 
Nursing at the University of for- providing training to grow 
dan Tuesday held a “scientific numbers of nurses in i 
day" for the academic year 1988- Kingdom. 

89 1 during which several speakers 

outlined the different aspects of Abu Ghazaleh also gave del 

the nursing profession and the in his speech about the facul 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s im- 
ports of food supplies in the past 
year amounted to JD 101 million, 
according to the Ministry of 
Supply’s director of prices and 
quality control department Dr. 
Mohammad Zaitoun. 

Zaitoon said in a statement 
published in A1 Dustour Arabic 
daily Tuesday that Jordan's main 
food supply imports included 
wheat, sugar, meat and cereals 
which he said, are among the 
base foodstuffs in the country. 


But he added, JD 173 million is 
the total amount spent last year 
on food commodities that include 
the staples and others. According 
to Zaitoun, Jordan exported JD 
30 million worth of food supplies 
or 12 per cent of the total exports 
in the past year. 

The Ministry of Supply, which 
is responsible for ensuring food 
supplies to the local markets, 
adopts certain policies within a 
development plan to enable the 
country to ensure food security. 


faculty's activities. Dr. Bassam 
Abu Ghazaleh, vice president for 
scientific faculties, opened the 
event on behalf of University 
President Abdul Salam A1 MajaU 
by outlining the achievements 
and programmes provided by the 
nursing faculty and its services to 
the community. In the past few 
years Aba Ghazaleh noted, the 
faculty witnessed a growing de- 
mand by male and female stu- 
dents to' enrol at the faculty and 
study nursing. Abu Ghazaleb 
noted that nine of the post gradu- 
ates will be turned out later this 


year with MSc degrees to help in 
providing training to growing 
numbers of nurses in the 
Kingdom. 

Abu Ghazaleh also gave details 
in his speech about the faculty’s 
scholarships offered to a number 
of its students for post graduate 
studies in the United States. 

Dr. Majida ZaJti AJ Deen, the 
faculty’s dean, outlined the 
courses given to the nurses and 
reviewed its activities and its con- 
tribution to voluntary services as 
well as the seminars and other 
gatherings held in different parts 
of the country to benefit the local 
communities. She said that the 
faculty has been providing inten- 
sive training courses to female 
nurses from North Yemen and 
Syria. 


Police fencers graduate 


AMMAN (Petra) — A ceremony 
was held at the Police Women 
headquarters Tuesday to gradu- 
ate 12 women police officers who 
completed a two month training 
course in fencing. 

Major Husnieh Shahin, the 
policewomen department direc- 
tor made a speech at the cere- 


mony outlining the courses given 
to the officers and congratulating 
the graduates. The graduates who 
were picked up from various gov- 
emorates, presented a perform- 
ance of their skills at the gradua- 
tion ceremony, and received their 
award and diplomas from Major 
Shahin. 


Educational cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director of 
education in the Greater Amm an 
region Mohammad Bani Hani 
met here Tuesday with an educa- 
tional delegation from the United 
Arab Emirates and discussed 
educational cooperation. 

Bani Hani outlined to the 
guests the Ministry of Educa- 


tion’s programmes to overhaul 
the educational system in the 
country and briefed them on the 
new legislations and procedures 
designed to re-organise the minis- 
try’s structure and regulations in 
the course of implementing the 
1987 educational conference. 
Several educational officials 
attended the meeting. 


Aiming at self- sufficiency 


By Dima Haznarneh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Alongside the rise 
in prices of imported commod- 
ities caused by the devaluation of 
the Jordanian Dinar stands taller 
the opportunity for Jordanian in- 
dustries to produce locally. 

The agricultural industry is one 
of many industries that face this 
increase in prices. Moreover, 
some agricultural products have 
become quite expensive, which 
makes the feasibility of importing 
them questionable. 

“At this present situation it is 
worthwhile for agricultural re- 
search to play a role in agricultu- 
ral development," says Acting 
Director of the Department of 
Projects at the Ministry of Agri- 
culture Osama Bilbeisi. 

Founded in 1985 by the Minis- 
try of Agriculture, the National 
Centre for Agricultural Research 
and Technology Transfer 
(NCARTT) is one of the projects 
that the department comprises. 

Functioning as a continuation 
of the former Department of 
Agricultural Research and Exten- 
sion, the NCARTT is composed 
of a division of research, exten- 
sion, administration and finances. 

“The purpose of the centre is 
to establish, strengthen, and insti- 
tutionalise an entity in Jordan for 
the activities of agricultural re- 
search and extension, so that this 
centre will serve as an umbrella 
for the various agricultural re- 
search agencies in Jordan." Bil- 
beisi said. 

By working hand in hand, the 
division of research and extension 
complement each other. The re- 
search division contains sections 
on plant protection, field crops, 
vegetables, fruits, soil and irriga- 
tion, and monitoring and evalua- 
tion. The extension division then 
comes in with a section on trans- 
ferring this agricultural informa- 
tion and another on demons trat- 



Farmers look at technology’s latest developments in agricultural machinery 

ing it. cy for International Development fa 

Bilbeisi explained that these (USAID) lies one of the main re£ 
divisions were established for the components of the NCARTT, cal- a( j. 
generation and development of led the Agricultural Develop- pr( 
agricultural technology and for ment Fund (ADF). v ] 


agricultural technology and for 
(he transfer of this improved 
technology to the Jordanian far- 
mer. With, he added, “the ulti- 
mate purpose of bettering the 
income of the Jordanian former. ” 

Located in AJ Baka’a Valley, 
the NCARTT serves as a nucleus 
for a network of smaller, regional 
centres distributed around the 
kingdom. 

"These centres act as mini agri- 
cultural research and technology 
transfer centres," Bilbeisi said. 
All together, he added, “there 
are six regional centres; one at 
Ramtha. Mushagar, Raba, 
Sboubak, Deir Alla, and one at 
Khalidieh, commonly known as 
Dleil.” 

Jointly financed by the Jorda- 
nian government and U.S. Ageo- 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Ad art exhibition tty French artist Jean-Francols Noble at Haya 
Arts Ceentre. 

* An art exhibition by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

A- An exhibition entitled “Architectural Development in Euro- 
pean Cities,” displaying photos depicting architectural develop- 
ment since medieval ages, at the Yarmouk University. 

A An exhibition entitled “Architecture in Jordanian Country- 
sale** by Amtnar Khammash at the Institute of Archaeology 
and Anthropology, the Yarmouk University. 

A An exhibition of books and handicrafts at Princess ABa College. 

A A scientific book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

A An exhibition entitled the “Tnehingeu Atlas of the Middle 
East’* at the Goethe Institute. 

RAMADAN SOUQ 

A Ramadan open-air market, which includes foodstuff, clothes, 
home appliances and chfldreii’s toys at Mahatta, eastern 


A International Ramadan Souq, in which 14 Arab and fsfamfc 
commies are taking part, at the International Auto Centre, 
Queen Alia International Airport Highway. 

FILMS 

i-r A documentary on Iraqi artist Khaled Rahal at the Royal 
Cnhnral Centre — 4r00 p-m. 

A A French film entitled “GriboniDe” at the French Cultural 
Centre — 8 JO p.m. 

THEATRE 

A An Arabic play entitled “The Stranger and the Princess” 
shown as part of the csltnral festival of the Jordanian 

- community colleges, at the Royal Cultural Centre — S.’OO pjn. 

FOLKLORE 

A A Performances by folk groups depicting traditional songs and 
dances at the Roman Amphitheatre down town Amman after 


“With a capital of S10 million, 
this fund finances applied agri- 
cultural research and technology 
transfer projects and is open to 
every individual and/or agency," 

BQbeisi said. So for, he added, 
“the ADF has financed 14 re- 
search projects which all are 
jointly implemented by the 
NCARTT and other agencies, 
namely, the Faculty of Agricul- 
ture at the University of Jordan. 

Along with the formation of 
the Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC), rises the chance for com- 
plimentarity among the agricultu- 
ral research agencies within the 
four member states. 

BDbeisi explained that coop- 
eration and coordination among 
the four member states will en- 
hance agricultural research and 
technology transfer. Moreover, 
the ACC will act as a catalyst for 
agricultural development be- 
tween the whole region and the 
highly developed countries in 
both tiie East and the West. 

By holding a close and coop- 
erative relationship with other 
Arab and international agricultu- 
ral institutions, the NCARTT 
maintains a flow of constant ex- 
change of knowledge and experi- 
ence. 

Such a relationship brings forth 
a riper harvest for another impor- 
tant relationship existing between 
the NCARTT and the Jordanian 
former. 

“We are constantly dying to 
develop this relationship with for- 
mers, through recruitment of 
more extension workers and bet- 
ter extension training,** Bilbeisi 
said. 

Open for advice to all citize n s, 
particularly farmer s, regarding 
any farming problems, the 
NCARTT examines these prob- 
lems and provides practical solu- 
tions to them. 

“Farmers are provided with 
free diagnostic services regarding 
problems of plant pests and soils. 
Soil and water analysis is also 
provided at very reasonable 
fees/* Bilbeisi said. "Accom- 
panying each service report, the 


former is supplied with a detailed 
recommendation and suitable 
advice on how to approach the 
problem,” he added. 

Maintaining contact with the 
former however, is a task carried 
out by a cadre of extension offic- 
ers positioned in various parts of 
the kingdom. “Those are the 
agents entrusted with the technol- 
ogy transfer message,” Bilbeisi 
explained. 

Transferal of this message com- 
es in the form of educational 
leaflets, posters, slides and 
documentaries. 

NCARTT accomplishments 

“Through efforts to increase 
productivity, diversity farm pro- 
ducts and introduce exportable 
agricultural commodities, we can 
help the agriculture sector lessen 
the amount of foreign currency 
used for agricultural imports,” 
Bilbeisi said. 

Whereas the former Depart- 
ment of Agricultural Research 
and Extension was the first to 
introduce plastic culture in fann- 
ing vegetables to the Jordanian 
farmer, the NCARTT has re- 
cently developed a lower priced 
seed drill in comparison to the 
expensive imported ones. 

Bilbeisi mentioned that 
through the efforts of the 
NCARTT, Jordan has been able 
to be rather self-sufficient in 
potatoes and over supplied in 
vegetables, whereas a consider- 
able amount of tomatoes and 
other vegetables are exported. 

Along with the introduction of 
improved varieties of wheat and 
barley to the Jordanian farmer, 
the NCARTT also provides the 
farmer with a package of im- 
proved cultural practices. 

“Regarding tobacco, which is 
one of the main crops in Jordan, 
we have been able to introduce a 
new variety of Virginian Tobacco 
called ‘Urdun WahacT,” Bilbeisi said. 

Bilbeisi said that at present the 
NCARTT contains an agricultu- 
ral library which has about 30,000 
volumes of agricultural books, 
journals, and periodicals. “I may 
say that this is the largest special- 
ised library in Jordan, and more 
important, it is serving every- 
body,” he added. 


Amra Hotel celebrates Ramadan 


AMMAN — - Amra Hotel in Am- 
man has been holding nightly 
celebrations since the beginning 
of the holy month of Ramadan, 
and has been offering customers 
specially prepared dishes and an 
assortment of sweets. Peter 
Rausch, a weQ seasoned man 


with long experience in hotel 
business, has lately been 
appointed food and beverage 
manager at the hotel. Amra plans 
a special programme by the end 
of the holy month, according to 
Amra Hotel sources, who de- 
clined to give more details. 


Zaitoun noted. He said that the 
ministry continues to purchase 
locally produced cereals at subsi- 
dised prices to encourage farmers 
to produce more and keeps a 
strategic reserve of cereals and 
other staples that would suffice 
the Kingdom for at least six 
months. 

At the same time, he said the 
ministry controls price of various 
food stuffs, uulk/cookug oil, fish 
and meat; and distributes fairly 
all the imported consignments to 
various areas. 


Haj 

affairs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Matters re- 
lated to the transpoitatioa of 
would be pilgrims from and to the 
holy places in Mecca and Medina 
and their accommodation during 
this year’s haj pilgrimage season 
were discussed at a meeting held 
here Tuesday under the chair- 
manship of Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Secretary 
General Ahmad Hi aye). 

The pilgrims committee mem- 
bers who attended the meeting 
discussed with representatives 
and owners of transport com- 
panies details of a plan for the 
transportation and accommoda- 
tion process, according to a 
ministry statement. Procedures 
for the annual pilgrimage were 
discussed in detail earlier this 
month by the minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs 


Basketballers 
to play inllAE 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Aram ex basketball team will 
be participating in the Nadi A1 
Wehdeh Ramadan Tournament 
in Abu Dbabi from April 26 until 
May 4, 1989. 

The Aramex team is invited by 
the Jordanian Community Gub. 
They will be one of 9 internation- 
al teams participating in this 7- 
day tournament. 

Aramex will be sending 12 of 
its top players to participate. The 
players will arrive in Abu Dhabi 
on April 26. 


Tarawneh: All is 
ready for earthquake 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As earthquake ex- 
perts predict an earthquake in the 
region measuring five to six on 
the Richter scale in the year 2007. 
plans are underway at the Civil 
Defence Department to take pre- 
cautionary measures, said the 
Director-General of the Gvil De- 
fence Department (CDD), 
Khaled Tarawneh. 

According to Tarawneh, there 
are three stages within the civil 
defence earthquake relief service. 
The first, is what he calls the 
“pre-disaster” stage. Here, radio 
and television network broadcas- 
ters will be trained to educate the 
public on safety measures in the 
case of an earthquake. 

Also, during this stage, an 
emergency camp will be estab- 
lished to shelter the homeless- 
ness, “after they have been safely 
evacuated (by the civil defence).” 

The rivU defence during the 
second stage, which is at the time 
of the earthquake, will send a 


national alarm to the authorities 
and the public, identity the 
epicentre of the earthquake, 
assess the extent of the damage 
done and the measures needed to 
initially remedy the situation, 
dear the rubble and rescue peo- 
ple buried in the rubble, treat 
minor injuries by administering 
first aid, transport those identi- 
fied, control any fires and moni- 
tor hazardous zones. 

“The Civil Defence Depart- 
ment’s supreme council will su- 
pervise the work of the relief 
teams, organise outside help and 
secure mobilisation of all compe- 
tent services,” said Tarawneh. 

At tbe third stage, the civil 
defence will compile studies on 
the disaster in order to have 
future reference on the methods 
implemented and to improve in 
its handling of the disaster. In 
addition there will be cooperation 
with other concerned authorities 
“to eliminate tbe effects left over 
such as diseases, mass burial of 
the dead and the clearing of the 



Khaled Tarawneh 

rubble,” he said. 

In order to lessen the damage 
of an earthquake, the RoyaJ Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) has prop-, 
osed that an earthquake clause in 
the construction code become 
mandatory. This proposal is pre- 
sently at the legislative court for 
legal action. 

“The civil defence supports all 
parties involved who are pushing 
to make the code mandatory.” 
said Tarawneh, adding that the 
Civil Defence Department has' 
been advising the local consul- 
tants and engineers to take the 
earthquake clause into considera- 
tion when designing buildings. 


RSS monitors ozone in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As of April 1, 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) has added a new compo- 
nent to its air pollution monitor- 
ing network in Amman, in addi- 
tion to the continuous monitoring 
plan for sulphur dioxide, carbon 
monoxide, nitrogen oxides and 
suspended dust in the atmos- 
phere, the RSS has also ni dated a 
monitoring plan for the ozone. 

Ozone is formed when primary 
emissions of reactive hydrocar- 
bons and nitrogen oxides, usual- 
ly emitted from motor vehicles, 
react in sunlight. 

Adverse effects of increase of 
ozone levels include accute eye. 
nose and throat irritation. 

Meanwhile, the environmental 
pollution studies division at the 
RSS has recently issued the first 
report on air quality in Amman. 
Results show that levels of sus- 
pended particles in the air exceed 
all internationally accepted stan- 
dards. 

Moreover, the study shows that 
during the cold periods of the 
year increased levels of air pollu- 
tants were recorded at downtown 
Amman. In addition to traffic 
flow and traffic congestion 


downtown, domestic and com- 
mercial beating and lack of 
periodical maintenance of vehi- 
cles were also found to be re- 
sponsible for contributing to in- 
creased pollution. One of the 
most important factors contribut- 
ing to increased levels of pollu- 
tion is the topographical features 
of downtown Amman. 

Hilly areas surrounding down- 
town do not help in. an efficient 
dispersion of air pollutants and 
thus prevent them from being 


rapidly blown away. 

Moreover, it was noted that 
atmospheric stability coupled 
with extended periods of atmos-. 
pheric stagnation restricting ver- 
tical mixing and dilution exert 
strong influence on pollution 
levels. 

Among its various activities iq 
environmental monitoring, the 
environmental pollution studies 
division is currently monitoring 
levels of hydrogen sulphide in 
Zarka. 


Sorghum seminar 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The U.S. 
Feed Grains Council, as cooper- 
ator of the USDA organisation 
representing the U.S. Feed Grain 
Fanners, including grain sor- 
ghum, has jointly sponsored a 
grain sorghum utilisation seminar 
on April 24/25, with the Ministry 
of Supply. 

The conference, which was 
held at the Amman Plaza Hotel, 
covered all aspects of grain sor- 
ghum usage for poultry and lives- 


tocks as grain which is now not 
been widely utilised in Jordan 
prior to the recent purchase of 
200,000 tons of U.S. grain sor- 
ghum by the Ministry of Supply 
under a Jordanian-U.S. bilateral 
agreement. 

The seminar was attended by 
public and private sector officials 
who will be involved in the usage 
of the grain sorghum once it 
arrives in early June. 


The worlds favourite airline. 













_ ■ vS ;Vj]J=^|iSE 

• . . ="i£tr-'- ity-d 


4 


Opinion & Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26,198* 


Times 


! An inJqvihk'ni Amh political daily puWrvhcU in Enflah hv ihc JimLrn Prc» FoumiaiKxi. 

EsIahluhaJ l«#7S 

! 

Lijj'JI UmII - — y.' y. Jj • ijJu Lijj >jL Jjjjji 

Editorial Director: 

RAKAN AL MAJALI 

Director General: 

DR. RAD 3 AL WAQFI 
Editor-In-Chief: 

DR. WALEED M. SADI 

Editorial and jd\ertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation. 

University Road. F.O. Box 6710. Amman, Jordan. 

I 

Telephones: 667371-6, 670141-4, 684311, 684366 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times Advertising Department. 


T984’-1992: From fiction to reality 


So&ver lining on 
LaEbanon’s horizon? 

IT IS not surprising that violence in Lebanon hit another 
peak Tuesday on the eve of the Arab League foreign 
minis ters’ 1 meeting in T unis Wednesday simply because such 
is the custom in the strife-torn country that the combatants 
feel a need to flash a show of strength and flex their muscles 
(or, more accurately perhaps, missiles) to the mediators as a 
reminder of their respective prowess. Never mind the 
wanton deaths, casualties and damage as long as the 
message gets across, they argue. The innocent civilians 
caught in-between pay the price at dear terms, and it would 
seem that the bystanders, in the Arab World and outside, 
can only murmur sympathy with than. 

But there is a marked difference this time; it is the boldest 
yet Arab initiative for peace In Lebanon in over a decade 
that is expected to emerge Grom the Tonis meetings. In the 
cards for the Arab League foreign ministers is an observer 
force which will supervise a ceasefire in Lebanon and thus 
set the stage of political negotiations, which, hopefully, will 
lead to some form of national reconciliation. The scenario 
looks very bright on the first look, bat not so on a second 
look; such is the vivid backdrop of the numerous mediation 
efforts that the Arab World and some non-Arab states have 
exerted in vain to find an end to the bloodbath in Lebanon. 

One of the major issues that is expected to figure high in 
the political negotiations, which Lebanese themselves have 
to conduct among themselves, is the presence of the Syrian 
deterrent force in the country. For all practical purposes, 
the purpose of negotiations would be defeated before they 
get off the ground if the Lebanese rightists were to demand a 
Syrian withdrawal before entering into serious, substantial 
discussions on reforms which lie at tbe core of the problem, 
particularly that Muslim leaders find the Syrian presence as 
vital to their security as long as the situation is not addressed 
in a just and fair manner. Hence, the task that lies ahead of 
tiie Tunis meeting is the unenviable search for a formula 
which would soothe fears of further bloodshed on both sides. 
For once, we hope, the rival Lebanese leaders who will 
eventually sit down to negotiate their future will accept and 
appreciate the need for eliminating, or at least keeping in 
check, the mutual suspicion that has buOt np and streng- 
thened over the yedrs. The six-member Arab League 
committee has done a commendable job in convincing the 
Lebanese right that tbe panel is working towards protecting 
I lbs interests of everyone concerned in Lebanon. That in 
itself is an excellent start, and we hope the Arab drive to put 
a firm end to the carnage in Lebanon would be crowned 
with success. 
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PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra'i daily on Tuesday commented on His Majesty King 
Hu r sein's address to the secretaries general of the various 
ministries to whom he entrusted the affairs of their respective 
departments until a new government has been set up in the 
country. The paper said that the King's address came at a critical 
moment in our march towards progress and development, and 
served as an incentive for all citizens to work diligently and in 
cohesion to achieve the common goals. Indeed, the process of 
reorganisation and revision at this moment should be carried out 
by all citizens and responsible persons in the government so that 
all negative aspects and unacceptable actions could be removed 
for good, and positive steps taken in their place. The paper said 
that all members of the Jordanian family are partners in the 
process of construction and development and all have a responsi- 
bility to work together and achieve the national goals. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i daily says that the resignation of Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai ended a difficult era in Jordan's history; j but 
the events that happened in the past week should be the focus of 
our study. Abdul Rahim Omar says that the regrettable incidents 
m the past week followed long and deep social developments and 
were not preceded by any form of communication between the 
people and the government due to the absence of parliament. The 
writer says King Hussein did well in accepting the government's 
reagnation to defuse the situation, and brought back optimism to 
the hearts of the Jordanian people by announcing that he will deal 
with the root causes of the whole issue. The King’s stand with 
regard to this issue, the writer notes, has brought back hope and 
paved the way for the formation of a new government that would 
lead, the way towards collective and diligent efforts towards 
serving the country’s highest interests. 

A! Dustour daily referred to the King's call on all citizens in 
general and the secretaries general of various ministries in 
particular to make a comprehensive review of the situation, and 
enable the country to confront and deal with the challenges. The 
paper said that the King’s address to the secretaries genera] 
served as a message to the whole nation, and one that was 
directed to each citizen urging him or her to do all they can to 
serve the national interest. The coming stage, the paper added, 
will be characterised with reorganisation and reform, and will 
require diligence and sincere endeavours so that the national 
objectives can he achieved. 


AN older generation looked forward in trepidation to 1984; tbe 
world today is talking about 1992 as a watershed after which an 
economically united Europe will emerge as a superpower, 
Orwell's 1984 was fiction and his pessimistic vision failed to. 
materialise. But 1992 is real-dream for some and nightmare for 
others. The 12-nation European market should be the world’s 
biggest: Will it go on to gobble up others in an orgy of dynamism 
and challenge the rest of the world? Or do Europeans plan to lay 
back and lazily enjoy the fruits of their prosperity? The key to this 
crucial issue is West Germany. As the biggest European economic 
power, German moves will set tbe pace for the 11 other states. 

But there are signs that the country may be lapsmgmto a quiet 
middle age. In the words of Josef Joffe writing in th&Siiddeutsche 
Zeitung. “the West Germans have grown cautions, self-satisfied 
and complacent. The motto they have come to adopt is boring is 
beautiful.*' The Federal Republic, blessed with dean cities, 
widespread prosperity, exemplary social security and democratic 
institutions, is the best Germany ever. Yftt there can be no 
ignoring the weakness. 

The unemployment bedrock has been around for so long that it 
now goes almost unnoticed. Economic growth has for years been 


By Riad A1 Khouri 

at about two per cent, as against five per cent in the 60s. 

Companies bank their cash reserves nr transfer them abroad 
rather than into local industry or commerce: T hey are not keen on 
investing domestically. “Unit production costs m Germany have 
increased much foster than in Britain, Japan or the United 
Slates,” Joffe argues. Has the country of the post-war economic 
miracle run out of steam? Comparisons of the 80s with 50s 
underscore the difference. The period of Adenauer nowadays 
sound revolutionary. It (fid more than rebuild a shattered country: 
Social faults were set right. Twelve million refugees were 
integrated and traditional markets forfeited to the East were 
offset in tbe West. (Today’s leading German firms have billions in 
the bank and complain of saturated markets.) Predictability and 
protection of accrued rights and privileges have emerged as the 
common denominator of a country that directly or indi rec tly 
ploughs into subsidies over three rimes more important than 
defence spending.) 

This new inertia is partly understandable: hi a lifetime the 
Germans underwent more shocks than others have suffered in 
centuries. Wilhelm II, Weimar, Hitler, Ulbricht and Adenauer 
stand for five political creeds while two world wars swept aside the 


previous system (not to mention bouts of inflation m 192^ that 
sent a brutal wind of change through the establishment). Yet 
greater flexibility could be introduced in a country where social 
safeguards are superb. . • 

Privileges such as legislation that protoSs workers rights is of 
no use to the unemployed waiting their turn to jump an the 

bandwagon. , 

When thing*; were better, employers preferred to pay ©verane- 
rather than hire extra staff-virtuadJy impossible to fire when 
business got tough. 

There is no ^staking the trend toward a leisure society* out 
what use is leisure when things are not available to the poor? 
Macroeconomic tools have lost their cutting e dge; not even 
powerful ftnrariai fflups can ensure the recovery of shipyards, but 
merely boost inflation in boom cities. Yet reforms in companies 
and markets can for courage and a readiness to fight. 

Protected spheres should be thrown open to competition and 
tried and trusted arrangements relaxed, lire aim must be to make 
the idea of diange socially acceptable. As Europe and the World 
adjust to 1992, powerful change will be necessary for economic 
survival and prosperity, even in Germany. 


Chile faces uphill road to civilian rule 


By Eduardo Gallardo 

The Associated Press 

SANTIAGO, Chile — Chile is 
emerging from 16 years of au- 
thoritarian rule, but the future 
civilian government will take over 
under the shadow of a powerful 
military that unabashedly de- 
clares itself ready to retake 
power. 

And although the lame-duck 
military government leaves a 
growing and stable economy, it 
also is bequeathing deep and 
potentially explorive social imba- 
lances. 

Chileans are scheduled to elect 
a president Dec. 14 for the first 
time in almost two decades. Milit- 
ary President Augusto Pinochet, 
who led a bloody 1973 coup, is to- 
band over power to the winner 
next March 11. 

Opposition parties plan to 
agree on a single candidate, with 
Christian Democratic leader Pat- 
ricio Aylwin considered the most 
likely nominee. Recent opinion 
polls give him an edge over any 
pro-government candidate. 

Pinochet and other military 
leaders have made it clear they do 
not plan a complete retreat from 
the political scene. He recently 


said they are obligated to ensure 
the future president is “an au- 
thentic democratic man.” The 
military vowed to intervene again 
if the order it forged is altered 
radically. 

“If the institutional order is 
broken, the armed forces have 
die duty to restore it, using com- 
pulsion and all the necessary 
means,” Gen. Alejandro Medi- 
na, head of a centre of strategic 
studies, warned in a recent lec- 
ture to non-commissioned 
officers. 

Civilian politicians complain 
that tbe armed forces are assum- 
ing the role of “armed guardians” 
of the future government. 

A 1980 constitution gives die 
military the means for such a 
role. It allows Pinochet, who 
beads the army, and the comman- 
ders of the navy, air force and 
national police to keep their posts 
until 1998. 

Pinochet, who is constitutional- 
ly prohibited from seeking re- 
election, has said he will remain 
as army commander after the 
balloting. 

That is tantamount to “creating 
an armed state within an un- 
armed democratic state,” said 
Genero Arriagada, vice president 


of the centrist Christian Demo- 
crats, the largest opposition 
group. 

The constitution also estab- 
lished a military- do mi nated 
national council, which may “rep- 
resent” its views to the civilian 
government on key matters. 

Pinochet has said be is willing 
to consider some constitutional 
reforms sought by his critics, but 
no progress has been reported in 
talks on the subject 

More complicated for future 
authorities may be the problem of 
human-rights violations during 
military rule. Opposition leaders 
say that should they win the 
election, they will investigate the 
abuses and try those found re- 
sponsible. 

After t alcing power, tbe milit- 
ary launched a severe repression. 
Thousands of leftists were 
arrested, many were sent into 
exile and hundreds were killed. 
Local and foreign human-rights 
groups have documented more 
than 700 cases of disadents who 
disappeared after being arrested. 

But the military has warned it 
wil] not accept reprisals for what 
it sees as actions that were part of 
a war. 


A recent nationwide opinion 
poll taken by the Centre for 
Public Studies, an independent 


'research institute, shows Chileans 
are more interested in their per- 
sonal economic situation than in 
the political complexities of the 
process to restore civilian rule or 
the military threats. 

Of those polled, 46 per cent 
mentioned low salaries and ineffi- 
cient public-health services as 
priorities for the future govern- 
ment. Another 45 per cent cited 
on employment, which the gov- 
ernment says stands at 5.9 per 
cent. Private economists say the 
real figure is doserto 17 percent. 

The new government will in- 
herit a healthier economy' .than 
those left by other South Amer- 
ican military regimes that have 
given way to civilian rule in re- 
cent years. For five years, .the 
economy has grown steadily 
while inflation has been strictly 
controlled, totalling less than 13 
per cent in 1988. 

In contrast, inflation soared to 
1,300 per cent in neighbouring 
Peru, according to the Economic 
Commission for Latin America, a 
United Nations agency. It 
reached 800 per cent Brazil and 


175 per cent in Argentina, two 
nations where civilian _ govern- 
ments replaced long-lasting milit- 
ary regimes in 1985. 

But critics of Chile's rigid free- 
market policies say the benefits 
have eluded millions of poor, 
creating the potential for social 
unrest and, therefore, a serious 
threat to tbe restoration of demo- 
cracy. 

The critics contend that the 
purchasing power of the poor has 
been severely reduced. The legal 
minimum wage stands at the 
equivalent of S59 a month, 35 per 
cent lower than in 1981, accord- 
ing to the Centre for Studies on 
Development, a private research 
institute. 

But Ernesto Tironi, an eco- 
nomist at tiie centre, says 33 per 
cent of tbe nation's labour force 
of 4.5 million make less than that. 

“A family of four needs $145 a 
month for food alone,” he said. 

Agusto Aninat, another resear- 
cher at the centre, said 38 per 
cent of Chile’s 12 minion people 
live below the poverty line and 
that 22 per cent, “must be consi- 
dered in extreme poverty.” 

Responsible for the economic 
programme is Etonian Buchi, 40, 


who resigned this month as fi- 
nance minister to consider run- 
ning for president. 

“We sought to minimise the 
social cost in making the 
changes,” he said. 

Under Buchi, tbe government 
renegotiated its $ 19-billion fore- 
ign debt — the fourtii-bigbest in 
South America — and has paid 
only interest since 1986. Repay- 
ment of principal is due to resume 
next year. 

Furthermore, the government 
has effectively reduced the debt 
by $2.9 billion since 1987, a uni- 
que case in South America, 
through a system of re-purchasing 
debt from creditors in Chilean 
pesos which then can be invested 
in the country. 

The government says the 
money it borrowed was invested 
in a variety of development pro- 
jects, including a major hyd- 
roelectric plant, roads and com- 
pletion of a subway in Santiago. 
But the strategy has attracted 
criticism from dissident econom- 
ists. 

“What the government did was 
kicking payments ahead, leaving 
yet another burden to the future 
democratic government,” Aninat 
said. 


Turkey seeks 
foreign investment 


Rafsanjani emerging stronger 



By John Owen -Davies 
Rearers 

ANKARA — Turkey hopes to 
lure foreign investment at a ma- 
jor arms fair next month to bols- 
ter its forces guarding a third of 
NATO’s border with Warsaw 
Pact countries. 

“Our aim is to cooperate with 
NATO countries and other 
friendly countries in the defence 
business," said Vahit Erdem, 
head of the Defence Industry 
Development Administration 
(DIDA). 

Some 200 firms from 30 coun- 
tries, including Britain, the Un- 
ited States, China, Iran, Iraq, 
Oman, Romania and Pakistan, 
are expected at the International 
Defence Equipment and 
Avionics (IDEA'89) exhibition in 
Ankara May 2-6, Erdem told 
Reuters. 

“Eventually some business can 
be expected in the shape of in- 
vestment ... (the exhibition) will 
help business in the defence area 
between Turkey and other coun- 
tries,” he said. 

Turkey, already coproducing 
152 U.S.-designed F-16 jets, 
hopes to start joint production 
next year of armoured troop car- 
riers with FMC corporation of the 
United States, and high-frequen- 
cy army radios with Britain's 
Marconi, Erdem saiej. 

“Total procurement volume of 
the projects we are working on is 
about six or seven billion dollars. 
Our main purpose is to mod- 
ernise the armed forces, not to be 
an exporter,” he added. 

The programme is given high 
priority in Turkey, which has the 
largest aimed forces in NATO's 
European theatre and borders 
the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Iran, 
Iraq and Syria. 

Other planned projects include 
electronic warfare equipment for 
F-l 6s, mobile radar and low-level 
air defence systems, transport air- 
craft, helicopters and rocket laun- 
chers. 

Turkey’s navy, operating in the 
Black and Aegean seas and tiie 
eastern Mediterranean, wants 
modem minesweepers as well as 
more frigates and submarines to 
replace ageing vessels. 

DIDA was established in 1985 
to coordinate a defence procure- 
ment fond outside the national 
budget. Officials said the fund 
bad accumulated $500 million a 
year on average. 

The modernisation program- 
me, which started with F-16s in 
1984, is set to continue through 
the next decade in Turkey, which 
still uses some World War Two- 
vintage equipment. 

“In the past we tried to meet 
our requirements through direct 


acquisition but ... it put a heavy 
burden on the economy," said 
Erdem, adding Turkey received 
only limited military aid. 

Erdem said a consortium led by 
FMC Corporation, which signed 
a contract worth about $1 billion 
early in 1988 for at least 1,700 
armoured troops carriers, was 
likely to start co-production in 
Turkey by the end of next year. 

“In each project there is a 
serious offset support commit- 
ment. For the armoured person- 
nel carriers there is $400 million, 
of direct offset commitment,” he' 
said. 

Erdem said Turkey might sign 
a firm contract, worth some $170 
million, with Marconi in the next 
three months for army radios and 
that production was also likely to 
start in 1990. 

A derision is likely this year on 
a contract worth at least $100 
million for fire-control systems 
for Turkey’s Oeriikon anti-air- 
craft guns, he added. Britain’s 
Racal, the Swiss firm Contraves 
and Holland-Signaal are com- 
peting. 


By Eric Hall 

Reuter 

DUBAI — Suddenly, Rafsanjani 
is back as the most powerful 
political name in Iran after 
Khomeini. 

Only a couple of weeks after 
Iqs .star seemed to be waning, 
■parliamentary speaker Ah' Akbar 
Rafsanjani has bounced back as 
the man most likely to gather 
supreme presidential power and 
end Iran's political chaos, Iranian 
. and Western analysts say. 

The latest events challenge the 
assumption that so-called hardlin- 
ers were back in power in Iran. 

Ten years ago, Iran’s Islamic 
revolutionaries replaced the 
Shah’s widely-hated government 
with an administration of diffe- 
rent clerical factions, each vying 
for Khomeini's approval of their 
ideas. 

Bnt Iran’s 86-year-old leader. 
Ayatollah Rubotiah Khomeini, is 
increasingly concerned with his 
vision of an Islamic utopia and 
has consistently declined to fake 
sides over mundane but pressing 
social and economic questions, 
the analysts said. 

“People are tired of the uncer- 


tainty and infightin g , and now the 
leaders are getting tired too,” 
said one Iranian analyst. 

The latest round of uncertainty 
began in March when Khomeini 
sacked his designated spiritual 
successor Ayatollah Hossein Ali 
Montazeri and blasted those lead- 
ers and factions who he believed 
were taking Iran away from the 
path of Islamic fundamentalism. 

The move was seen as a defeat 
for those who wanted Iran to 
open more to the outside world 
ahd a victory for hardliners. 

Rafsan jam’s power is based 
upon his control of about 70 per 
cent of the vote in parliament and 
his position as acting Coroman- 
der-in-Chief of the Iranian 
Armed Forces, deputising for 
Kho meini . 

He supported moves to restore 
ties with tbe West after the war 
with Iraq, which ended last Au- 
gust, ana has long pressed for 
economic reforms to improve 
Iran's economy, devastated by 
years of fighting in the Gulf. 

His position, therefore, 
appeared uncertain after 
Khomeini's attack against the 
evils of the West and liberalism. 

But last week, Rafsanjani, one 


of tiie few men able to speak to 
Khomeini face-to-face, asked the 
Ayatollah to do-away with the 
post of prime minister, now held 
by so-called hardliner MLr-Hos- 
sein Mousavi, and replace it with 
a system of presidential deputies. 

Rafsanjani was tipped as next 
president before Montazerfs re- 
moval and is now the only obvious, 
candidate for the scheduled elec- 
tions in August, the analysts said. 

However, a Western diplomat 
emphasised that Khomeini’s use 
of power could be unpredictable. 

“Khomeini's power is still a 
wild card. I he chooses, all bets 
could be off again,” he said. 

More than 130 members of 
parliament have utyed Khomeini 
to amend the constitution where 
it pertains to his spiritual succes- 
sor, the judiciary and executive. 

'The text of the constitution in 
the said areas has some major 
flaws which would have to be 
amended, or else the normal op- 
eration of state affairs would suf- 
fer badly,” they said in a letter to 
Khomeini. 

On Saturday, parliamentarian 
Ali Akbar Nateq Nonri said par- 
liament wanted tiie jobs of prime 
minister and president merged. 


Rafsanjani had not lately been 
prominent at the important week- 
ly Friday prayers, used often as a 
platform for major political state- 


platform 

ments. 


But he emerged Friday to tell 
crowds in Tehran of a large 
roundup of U.S. spies in Iran. 

Iranian sources close to senior 
members of parliament listed a 
likely future Council of Presiden- 
tial Deputies. 

They said names to watch 
would be current President Ah' 
Khamenei, Chief Justice Ayatol- 
lah Abdol Karim Mussavi Arde- 
bili, an Islamic expert Ahma d 
Jannati. 

Mohammad Reza Mahdavi 
Kani, formerly acting prime 
minister, interior minister and 
generally regarded as a troub- 
leshooter, could have an impor- 
tant future role, they said. 

The less well-known bnt 
powerful Ayatollah Ali Mesh- 
kmi, Friday prayers leader in the 
holy city of Qom and father in 
law of Internal Security Minister 
Hojatoleslam Mohammad 
Mo h a mm adi Reyshahri, should 
also be watched, they said. 
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A river changes course 


By Cherie Dart 

IT was a simple purchase in a 
local aquarium shop — a plant to 
keep the tropical fish company. 
Bnt like the scenario of a science 
fiction movie, the weed grew to 
deadly proportions. The Sepik 
River people of Papua New 
Guinea call it “garas nogut” — 
grass no good. In parts of the vast 
plains in the northern region, the 
plant is called the “priest’s flow- 
er, ” after the man who 
accidentally introduced it to the 
area. Whatever its name, no one 
could have predicted the devasta- 
tion it would bring. - 

As the story goes, a missionary 
used the plant in hk fish tank in 
the early 1970s. After fee weed 
grew too big, he emptied the 
tank,, weeds and all, into the 
Sepik, the world’s sixth hugest 
river. In so doing, he unwittingly 
unleashed a scourge of biblical 
proportions. 

The fast-growing weed soon 
choked off fishing. Once-navig- 
able waters became so dense with 
the new growth that canoes were 
stalled. The plant even became 
an offensive weapon when some 
villagers planted it in the lagoons 
of neighbours with whom they 
were feuding. With its rapid 
growth and ability to quickly cov- 
er an open water surface, the 
weed — known as Salvinia moles- 
ta — afflicted the lives of over 
80,000 people living along the 
banks of the Sepik River. Many 
believed the plant attacked their, 
waterways in retaliation for past 
sins. 

In 1980, the Government of 
Papua New Guinea tamed to the 
Food and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion of the United Nations (FAO) 
for help. An aquatic weed expert 
was dispatched to plan an era- 
dication campaign. Booms were 
constructed to halt further spread 
of Salvinia molesta. Aerial 
spraying was attempted, but did 
-not offer a longterm solution. 
Most of the weeds on the surface 
died. But they were soon re- 
placed by submerged plants that 
were not readied by the spray. 

By 1981, it was obvious that a 


new approach was called for. The 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) joined 
FAO in launching a long-range 
project aimed at biological con- 
trol of the femfike plant The 
venture soon drew additional 
support from the Australian- 
based Commonwealth Scientific 
and Industrial Research Orga- 
nisation. 

A small beetle, known as the 
Cyrtobagoas saMnfee, was iden- 
tified by Donald Sands, an Au- 
stralian entomologist, as a de- 
vourer of numerous water plants. 
Mr. Sands believed that a weed 
like S&tvima molesta could be 
controlled more efficiently and 
safely by biological agents rather 
than chemical ones. 

He proved his point. Less than 
two years after the beetles were 
introduced, more than two mil- 
lion tonnes of Salvinia molesta 
were destroyed. By the end of 
1985, the weed had been brought 
fully under control. As the bee- 
tles in each'lagoon ate their own 
food supply, they eventually be- 
came extinct. 

The project’s success sparked 
the beginning of an even greater 
United Nations involvement in 
improving the Sepik’s fish yields. 
The Fisheries Division of the 
Papua New Guinea Government 
bad long been studying the river’s 
fish species. David Coates, a. 
fisheries scientist from the United 
Kingdom, who was involved in 
this early work in 1981, found 
that the yield of fish -from the 
floodplain of the Sepik was only 
about ten per cent of that in 
similar rivers on other continents. 

“When we realised the Sepik’s 
yield was only about 5,000 tonnes 
a year, compared to similar Afri- 
can rivers with 45,000 tonnes a 
year, we figured something 
strange was going on here/’ re- 
calls Coates. “In some of the 
streams in the Highlands, there 
were no fish at all. Geologically 
speaking, the Sepik is a -young 
river. Large numbers of freshwa- 
ter fish have not had time to- 
evolve." 

To hasten that evolution, the 
government turned to UNDP for 


technical assistance in launching a 
fish stock enhancement project 
Coates became the project's 
Chief Technical Adviser. 

The Sepik, with its basin 
population of 350,000 people, 
was a prime area far stocking. 
Bnt the scientific team added a 
new twist to the globally accepted 
technique of introducing freshwa- 
ter fish into the Sepik. “This 
became the first river in the world 
to be methodically researched in 
advance to determine which spe- 
cies would be most appropriate 
for it/’ says Jan Wahlberg, the 
UNDP Resident Representative 
in Papua New Guinea. “This 
unprecedented project could well 
become a case study lor stocking 
waterways all over the globe.” 

UNDP has earmarked 
$984,200 for the four-year pro- 

{ 'ect, which is being carried out by 
J AO. The effort, which began in 
1986, aims to avoid past mistakes 
made in other parts of the world, 
such as in Bast Africa’s Lake 
Victoria, which was stocked in 
the late 1970s with Nile perch. 
The perch then devoured many 
smaller fish which local villagers 
bad relied on for centuries for 
food. By extensively researching 
die types of fish already present 
in the Sepik River, biologists 
hope to reduce the risk of intro- 
ducing predators which threaten 
native species. Says Coates: 
“While it’s obvious that new fish 
should be put into the river net- 
work, we have to ensure that we 
keep ecological disturbances to a 
minimum.” 

No one doubts that there is an 
urgent need for boosting fish 
yields. Severe protein deficiency 
is a problem among villages along 
the Sepik, with malnutrition 
affecting as much as 75 per cent 
of the population. The main diet 
is based on carbohydrates from 
the sweet potato and taro. Local 
residents eat every bit of protein 
they can find, including grasshop- 
and birds, but still suffer 
protein deficiency. Ironical- 
ly, empty tin cans of mackerel 
imported from Japan litter many 
villages along the river. “If they 


had more fish, they'd eat them,” 
says Paul Van Zweiten, a Dutch 
fisheries scientist working on the 
•project. 

Exploring the mountainous in- 
terior of Papua New Guinea is no 
easy task for fisheries scientists. 
The country is one of the world's 
least-known regions. David 
Dudgeon, a project-supported 
ecologist who is studying the 
available fish-food sources in the 
Sepik, recounts a dose call he 
bad one night when he was in a 
boat in one of the river’s tributar- 
ies. “We were getting ready to 
batten down for sleep,” recalls 
Mr. Dudgeon. “Suddenly, the 
boat began to take water. I lit a 
lantern and noticed several pairs 
of eyes staring back at us from the 
water. We were surrounded by 
crocodiles. ' We pumped water 
from the boat and escaped, just 
barely, to a safety anchorage.” 

To catch fish samples, biolog- 
ists set up a uet spanning the 
width of the river. Several hun- 
dred metres upstream, they pour 
a milky solution into the water, 
composed of rotonome, a plant 
extract. When the fish swim 
through the mixture, their gills 
dose up and they die. Carried 
downstream and caught in the 
net, these fish are then collected 
for analysis. Patience is an asset. 
Three hours of this painstaking 
process can result in a catch of 
only a dozen fish. 

More than sixty such field trips 
up and down the Sepik have been 
undertaken in the past half year. 
After another year of collecting 
samples, scientists will have a 
complete picture of the numbers, 
type and location of the local fish 
and the food they eat. From that 
data, researchers will be able to 
determine the most appropriate 
species with which to stock the 
river. 

“We travel with buckets and 
shovels and coDect what we can 
with bare hands. It's basic, but it 
works,” says Mr. Dudgeon. “We 
are doing work never before 
undertaken anywhere in the 
world. I feel Pm part of a team 
that is making scientific history.” 




Setting a net for catching scarce fish samples In the Sepik River. 



A fisherman is lucky to catch enough for a family-sized 
meal. 



A Hi ghlan ds village prepares to feast on an eel. 



Marshall Islands considers 
importing non-toxic U.S. waste 


Johnson 

Reuter 

MAJURO, Marshal Islands — 
The people of these low-lying 
Pacific islands believe there is a 
way to beat the “greenhouse 
effect” — if pollution makes the 
ice caps melt and .the seas rise, 
build the land higher with gar- 
bage. 

While countries around the 
world are giving a thumbs-down 
to the international trade in 
waste, the Marshall Islands sees 
profit and possible salvation from 
a plan to import up to one-tenth, 
of the non-toxic waste produced' 
on the U.S. West Coast 

The waste would be used as 
landfill to enlarge the chain of 
remote and low-lying atolls. The 
Marshall Islands would also get 
millions of dollars in fees for 
taking the rubbish. 

The nation’s parliament passed 
a resolution in March authorising 
President Amata Kabua to 
negotiate a deal with a California- 
based company to ship millions of 
tonnes of rubbish. 


Several other Pacific Islands 
have, turned down similar deals 
offered by U.S. firms to dispose 
of waste. , 

Admiralty Pacific Inc, a waste 
disposal company, hopes to begin 
transporting garbage to the Mar- 
shalls, 4,200 miles southwest of 
the United States, by June 1990 
and eventually ship tens of oifl- 
lions of tonnes a year. 

Kabua, who first endorsed the 
scheme last October after meet- 
ing Admiralty officials, says be 
wants the garbage for the money 
and for badly needed landfill in 
the archipelago. 

The atolls cover a 27 square 
kilometres area. Few islands rise 
more than 1.5 metres above the 
sea. 

The Marshalls could be sub- 
merged if environmentalists’ pre- 
dictions prove accurate that glob- 
al warming from the pollution- 
induced “greenhouse effect” 
could, raise the world’s sea levels 
by more than five metres over the 
next 60 years. 

Most of the world's nations 


reached agreement March 22 in 
Basle, Switzerland, on an inter- 
national treaty to control the ex- 
port of hazardous waste. 

The convention was intended 
to curb what African countries 
called “garbage imperialism," or 
dumping of waste by the West in 
the Third World. 

Admiralty's owner, Dan Flem- 
ing, says the company will respect 
Majuro and Washington safety 
laws in shipping the waste to the 
Pacific nation, an operation be 
says will be cheaper than trans- 
porting it by land to other parts of 
the United States. 

Imported waste is not a new 
concept to the 43,000 inhabitants 
of the Marshall Islands, a double 
chain of low-lying Coral Atolls 
that Washington used as a nuc- 
lear testing site in the 1950s. 

Some 66 nuclear weapons were 
exploded on Bikini and 
Enewetak Atolls at that time and 
some areas are still uninhabitable 
owing to radiation contamina- 
tion. 

The Marshalls was a former 


United Nations trust territory 
administered by Washington until 
gaining autonomy in 1986. It de- 
pends on U.S. aid for 1 90 per cent 
of its government budget and 
Washington controls military 
activities. 

Members of Majuro's parlia- 
ment hotly debated the resolution 
on the Garbage Plan before pas-' 
sing it March 10 by a 20-to-3 
majority. Critics raised fears the 
Marshalls might unknowingly end 
up importing toxic waste. 

Senator Hiroshi Yamamura, 
who represents an island con- 
taminated by radioactive fallout 
from the 1950s testing, said Ma- 
juro had no way to be sore the 
waste was safe. 

“Do we really trust the Amer- 
icans?'' he asked in parliament. 
“How can we know that the 
so-called household garbage is 
non-toxic waste?” 

Senator Tony Debrum said: 
“More than 40 nations have 
turned down the U.S. offer re- 
garding the dumping proposal. 
Why should the Marshall Islands 


accept it?” 

In the past year, Papua New 
Guinea, Western Samoa, the 
Solomon Islands, and Tonga have 
turned down a variety of waste 
disposal and incineration 
schemes proposed by American 
firms. 

The environmentalist group 
Greenpeace estimates a tonne of 
American household garbage 
contains 20 pounds of toxic mate- 
rial. such as cleaning fluids, lead- 
based paints and pesticides, and 
that their removal would make a 
deal like the one proposed by 
Admiralty unprofitable. 

President Kabua, who hopes to 
earn as much as $56 million a year 
importing the rubbish, and his 
cousin and sponsor of the resolu- 
tion, Senator Imata Kabua, said 
Majuro could hire scientists to 
evaluate the safety of the plan. 

The Majuro government says 
the plan still depends on the 
completion of environmental, 
landfill and other studies to see if 
it will benefit the Marshall Is- 
lands. 


Are spreading deserts Just a mirage? 



IN the last ten years the United 
Nations’ Environment Program- 
me (UNEP) has spent billions of 
dollars in its attempts to bold 
back what has been seen as an 
unrelenting movement of the 
world’s deserts. 

In Africa the Sahara is said to 
have spread south at sfo average 
rate of. six kilometres a year, 
engulfing villages and valuable 
farmland 

U.N. reports suggests that as 
much as 35 per cent of the world’s 
land surface is at risk of deserti- 
fication, with 21 million hectares 
a year being lost to shifting sands. 
The cost in terms of lost food 
production is put at a staggering 
$26 billion a year. 

The idea of deserts on the 
march is a well-established part of 
popular belief. But could it be a 
mirage? A growing body of scien- 
tific opinion believes that it is. 

These sceptics say the UNEP’s 


efforts have been sustained on 
false premise and questionable 
statistics that have become en- 
. shrined as institutional fact. They 
daim that much of the evidence 
of desertification is based on 
questionnaires sent to govern- 
ments by the UNEP in 1982 — at 
the height of a massive African 
drought which might have made 
temporarily arid land seem like 
permanent desert encroachment. 

No guidelines are said to have 
been offered to enable African 
officials to define desertification. 
Moreover, some geographers 
point out that the oft-quoted 35 
per cent of world land surface 
allegedly at risk is already arid for 
a variety of reasons — and at 
least half of that land is too arid 
for any form of agriculture. 

The extent of African deserti- 
fication from an inexorably en- 
croaching Sahara is also in ques- 
tion. 


A U.N. conference in Nairobi 
in 1977 raised African fears by 
asserting that the Sahara had 
spread south by 100 kilometres 
between 1958 and 1975. And to 
counter a perceived threat, coun- 
tries such as Mali, Algeria, Sudan 
and Somalia planned a vast trans- 
Sahafan green belt, a physical 
barrier of millions of trees 
against the tidal sand. 

But the 1975 estimate is now 
challenged by geographers at 
University College, London. 

They argue that the desert's 
edge m 1958 was calculated on 
limited data from weather sta- 
tions and could provide no more 
than an estimated positions. 
Moreover the survey covered a 
period of drought which could 
have resulted in wrong conclu- 
sions being drawn. 

Deep divisions have also 
emeiged among scientists about 
the exact meaning of desertifica- 


tion. It is accepted that new 
deserts are forming in some parts 
of the world, and that throughout 
history shifting sand dunes have 
engulfed settlements. 

But the evidence of satellite 
studies of the Sahara is that while 
between 1982 and 1984 the Sahel 
‘Vegetation front' moved south- 
wards, the years 1985, 1986 and 
1987 saw a reversal of this trend. 
In oth^r words, the desert itself 
retreated. 

Vegetation quickly returns to 
parts of the Sahara when rainfall 
resumes. The unknown factors 
now are whether the droughts 
that have hit Africa in recent 
years form part of a new global 
climatic pattern, and to what ex- 
tent are the “greenhouse effect” 
and the puncturing of the Earth's 
protective ozone layer influenc- 
ing these trends? — lion fea- 
tures. 


fCinema Teh 677420^ 

1 CONCORD 



Cinema 

OPERA 

Tel: 675573 


> 

BOB GOLD THWAIT 
IN 


BURGLAR 


iVrlianvinn.'s 3:30, 8.30, 10:30 p.m. 

- 




r Cinema 

Tel: 677420 

PLAZA 

r- 



PICK UP ARTIST 

^ Performances 330, 8:30, 1030 p.m. 








Economy 



Arab report sees low oil prices through 1 990s 


ABU DHABI (R) — The economies of both oil- 
producing and poorer Arab states will continue to 
suffer into the 1990’s from the effects of low oil 
prices, according to an authoritative economic re- 
port made 'available Tuesday. 

below the $40 per barrel highs 
which caused the Arab economic 
boom of the 1970s. 


“Expectations indicate the oil 
market will show no considerable 
improvement in the next few 
years, a fact that carries serious 
implications for Arab states,” 
said the report. 

Oil prices jumped several dol- 
lars in the weeks since the 1989 
report went for final approval, 
due to agreed output cuts by the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC), a ma- 
jor U.S. oil spill, and closure of a 
British output line. 

But world prices are still way 


Meanwhile, depressed prices 
have already caused a 51 per cent 
fall in oil revenues from five years 
ago, said the report, compiled by 
the 21-nation Arab League, the 
Arab Monetary Fund, the Orga- 
nisation of Arab Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries and the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social 
Development. 

Oil prices have dropped sharp- 
ly in recent years and the report 


calculates that in real terms, 
accounting for inflation, oil drop- 
ped in 1986 to 60 per cent of its 
1974 value, althongh it recovered’ 
to 70 per cent in 1987. 

“Considering the slowdown in 
growth of world oil consumption 
and continuing rises in supplies 
from outside OPEC, low oil 
prices are expected to continue 
until the early 1990 T s,” the report 
said. 

The decline has hit government 
spending which remains the driv- 
ing force behind development in 
Arab states because alternative 
sources of income remain res- 
tricted, it said. 

■ Lower aid 

The decline in oil revenues will 


West Germans welcome 
plan to end unpopular tax 


BONN ( R) — West German Fi- 
nance Minister Theo Waigel won 
backing from all three coalition 
parties Tuesday for his plan to 
scrap an unpopular investment 
earnings tax. a move welcomed 
by the business community. 

' The three parties in Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl's centre-right coali- 
tion backed the abolition of the 
10 per cent withholding tax a 
senior politician told reporters 
after a coalition meeting. 

Asked if Waigel still planned to 
scrap the tax over objections 
from the Bundesbank and leading 
financial figures, Alfred Dregger, 
parliamentary floor leader of 
Kohl’s Christian Democratic Un- 
ion (CDU) said “yes”, but gave 


no details. 

West Germany's banking com- 
munity, unsettled by two weeks 
of uncertainty about the future of 
the tax, breathed a sigh of relief 
at news of its impending aboli- 
tion. 

“The decision is clearly posi- 
tive for West Germany as a finan- 
cial centre,” said Klaus Wieners, 
chief economist at Westdeutsche 
Landesbank Girozentrale. 

Richard Reid, chief European 
economist at Phillips and Drew 
said the scrapping of the tax 
would be positive for Waigel at 
the start of his career as finance 
minister. 

“He has asserted his authority 
early on and (the move) will be 


Saudis push export drive 


RIYADH (AP) — Saudi Arabian 
industrialists are joining forces in 
a SO million-riyal ($13.3 million) 
consortium to promote and mar- 
ket the kingdom’s non-oil ex- 
ports, the Arab News daily re- 
ported Monday. 

Saudi Industrial Export Co. 
(SIEC), the first organisation of 
its kind in the kingdom, will be 
owned and operated by Saudi 
industrialists, the English-lan- 
guage newspaper said. 

TTie group’s campaign was in 
apparent response to the govern- 
ment's call for more help from 
the private sector to boost econo- 
mic development. 

Ahmad Saleh A1 Tuwaijeri, 
managing director of Saudi Con- 
sulting House which conducted a 
feasibility study for the new firm, 
told the Arab News that “SIEC 
can enter into deals with foreign 
countries and complete all export 
procedures on behalf of various 
industrial firms.” 

He said that Saudi Basic Indus- 
tries Co.(SABIC), the state-run 
body in charge of industrial de- 
velopment, has offered SPEC 
rent-free space for two years in its 
New York, London, and Hong 
Kong export offices. 

Meeting attended by Com- 
merce Minister Suleiman Solaim 
and Industry and Electricity 
Minister Abdul Aziz A1 Zamil, 
were scheduled at the Saudi 


Chamber of Commerce to discuss 
launching the new enterprise, the 
Arab News and industry sources 
said. 

Plans to offer SIECs shares to 
the public are also being consi- 
dered. 

The company is being formed 
as Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest crude oil exporter, is driv- 
ing to diversify its economy and 
lessen its dependence on oil rev- 
nues. 

The government, in its fifth 
five-year development plan, has 
stressed the private sector’s role 
in industrial development. 

According to the Saudi Ara- 
bian Monetary Agency (SAMA), 
non-oil exports have multipied 
from 1 18 million riyals ($31.5 
million) 10 years ago to 7.9 billion 
riyals ($2.1 billion) in 1987. 

Saudi Arabia's total exports 
increased from 74.4 billion riyals 
($19.8 billion) in 1986 to 86.9 
billion riyals ($23.1 billion) in 
1987, the last year for which there 
are official figures. 

Neighbouring Gulf countries 
account for approximately 35 per 
cent of the kingdom's total ex- 
ports. 

The bulk of Saudi non-oil pro- 
ducts are petrochemicals, agri- 
cultural products including 
wheat, poultry and dairy pro- 
ducts. 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment in Shmeisani behind the Arab Bank 
consisting of two bed rooms, a joint living & dining room, wall to 
wall carpet with tel, col. T.V. and sep. central heating. 

If interested call daily tel. no: 666987 from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


REQUIRED 

SALES ENGINEER 

We are a multinational highly diversified com- 
pany manufacturing & marketing a vast variety 
of well known consumer and industrial products, 
and are in need of the following: 

A SALES ENGINEER 

With an electrical or telecommunication en- 
gineering degree preferably from the U.S. or 
U.K. to handle the sales of our electrical and 
telecommunication products in Saudi Arabia. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

— Graduate electrical or telecommunication 
engineer 

— 3 to 5 years of professional sales experi- 
ence 

— Below 27 years of age 

— Fluent in Arabic and English. 

The successful candidate will be based in 
Riyadh and will be required to travel extensively 
in Saudi Arabia. 

Please send applications including 
C.V., photo and salary expectation to: 
P.O. Box 21840 
Riyadh 11485, Saudi Arabia 
Attn: Sales Manager 


read positively for his standing in 
the coalition," he said. 

But Norbert Vowinkel, eco- 
nomist at Bank in Liechtenstein 
(Frankfurt) GMBH, said uncer- 
tainty would not be totally re- 
moved from the markets until the 
European Community decided 
whether to impose a withholding 
tax in all its member states. 

Waigel.'s rejection of the tax 
appeared to bring West Germany 
in line -witti'-countries like Britain 
and Luxembourg, which are 
against proposals by the Euro- 
pean Co mmiss ion to impose a 15 
per cent withholding tax on all 12 
member states. 

The 10 per cent tax applies to 
domestic bonds as well as invest- 
ment earnings and is levied at 
source by banks. 

Its introduction in January, 
1989, drove investors out of West 
Germany into tax havens such as 
Luxembourg, weakening the 
usually strong mark. 

Although Waigel has given no 
indication when the tax could be 
abolished, coalition sources said 
July 1 this year or January, 1990. 
were two dates under considera- 
tion- 

The sources said the coalition 
agreed to end the tax partly be- 
cause the state's income from 
taxation -was turning out to be 
higher than expected and partly 
because of'its unpopularity. 

Waigel 's predecessor at die fi- 
nance ministry, Gerhard Stolten- 
berg, had hoped the tax would 
raise 4.3 billion marks ($1.8 bil- 
lion) to help finance tax cuts. 

The Bundesbank, West Ger- 
many's central bank, and five 
leading economic research insti- 
tutes have spoken against repeal- 
ing the tax despite its unpopu- 
larity. 

Bundesbank President Karl 
Otto Poe hi had thought an aboli- 
tion nnlikely because h would 
create legal uncertainty. 

Frankfurt bankers believed 
Poe hi was worried that the Bonn 
government could lose credibility 
by getting rid of the tax so soon 
after imposing it. 

Admitting 
* is strength 

But Peter Pietsch. economist at 
Commerzbank A.G. said: “I 
think it’s a sign of political 
strength to admit to a mistake.” 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfur mshed 

In Shmeisani, gweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa- 
tion pleaee call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


affect all Arab countries because 
states which produce little or no 
oil depend on aid from oil pro- 
ducers. 

In the next few years, world 
energy demand is projected to 
grow at about three per cent while 
demand for oQ only is forecast to 
grow one to two per cent, the 
report said. 

The report said energy con- 
sumption in non-communist in- 
dustrial countries grew 1.8 per 
cent in 1987 over 1986, while 
demand in non-Arab developing 
nations grew 2.7 per cent. 

“The growth in the industrial 
world was disappointing as most 
experts expected the decline in oil 
prices to push up demand con- 
siderably,” it said. 

Reduced spending 

One of the most serious effects 
of the oil price fall is the collapse 
in total Arab budget balance to a 
$21.4 billion surplus in 1987 from 
$143 billion in 1988, it said. 

“This has resulted in less 
spending on development and, if 
this trend continues, then Arab 
development efforts will be ob- 
structed at a time when real Arab 
economic growth is also slow- 
ing,” it said. 

“What adds to the problem is 


that the investment boom in the 
1970s was not accompanied by a 
parallel increase in non-oil re- 
venues because most of the 
money was put into infrastructure 
projects where the return is in- 
direct and takes a long time to 
emerge,” the report noted. 

Population pressures 

Although much of the infras- 
tructure is now in place, con- 
tinuous maintenance and expan- 
sion due to population pressures 
will continue to suck in invest- 
ment funds, it said. 

The report said that in 1987 
there woe 202 mfltion Arabs with 
a 56.5 million workforce. Two 
million extra jobs will be needed 
by the year 2000, at a cost of 
$5,000 in capital to create each 
extra job, it said. 

But Arab capital investments 
are falling, to $93.1 billion in 1987 
from $94.5 billion in 1986, and 
the less-populated ofi producers 
had the bulk of that at $69.7 
billion in 1987, the* report said. 

Reforms 

Higher economic growth will 
depend on economic reforms, 
rationalisation, and solving the 
problem of indebted Arab na- 


tions, the report said. 

Higher, output 

In another ar6a, world oil 
prices eased Monday on talk in 
the market that some OPEC 
members may be increasing their 
supply because of a North Sea 
accident last week which has shut 
down about a quarter of British 
output, traders said. 

North Sea modes were quoted 
around $21.25 to $21.50 a barrel, 
more than 50 cents down from 
three-year highs touched last 
week just after the gas explosion 
on North Sea pumping platform 
Cormorant Alpha. 

Monday’s prices were 25 to 30 
cents below levels at the same 
time Friday. 

Traders said prices weakened 
because of reports that Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and possibly 
Nigeria may be producing more. 

‘OPEC has reacted immediate- 
ly by increasing production,” said 
a source with an Italian refiner. 

Traders and shipping sources 
reported chartering of at least 
four tankers in the past week to 
lift oil from West Africa. 

Nigeria is a source of petrol-rich 
sweet crudes like those from the 
North Sea, which are in st rong 
demand because the petrol mar- 


ket is tight both in the Untied 
States and Europe. 

But Nigerian officials said 
Nigeria was not exceeding its 
OPEC-assigned supply quota. 

Some industry sources in the 
Gulf said Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait had sold oil out of float- 
ing storage in recent weeks and 
London shipping sources said 
Saudi Arabia had chartered seven 
vessels and Kuwait six, possibly 
to replenish stocks. 

Gulf sources said Kuwaiti well- 
head output was expected to 
average around 1.7 million bar- 
rels per day in April, up by a 
substantial 300,000 barrels daily 
from March. 

Some OPEC nations, particu- 
larly Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, 
would probably be happy to see 
prices ease, analysts said, as they 
are concerned that high prices 
may depress future demand. 

“I think this may be an effort to 
cool the market down a bit,” said 
Steve Turner with London brok- 
ers Smith New Court. 

Another reason for some 
OPEC nations to supply more oil, 
or at least put it into floating 
storage, could be to strengthen 
their hands ahead of a meeting on 
June 5 to set new quotas for the 
13 members for the second half of 
1989. 


The extent to which members 
of OPEC exceed assigned quotas 
is hard to judge. 

OPEC sets quotas on the basis 
of supply including movement 
out ox but not into stocks, rather 
than wellhead output. 

Quiet sales 

European traders also said h 
would be very difficult to get 
early details of any sales out of 
storage as they would be done 
quietly with major oil companies. ■ 
The biggest Western majors, ; 
the Royal Dutch/Shell Group and ; 
Exxon Corp of the United States, 
are the companies which have 
lost most of the production shut 1 
in by the accident at Cormorant - 
Abba, which was pumping near- ■ 
ly 472,000 barrels daily. 

The latest word from their joint ; 
operating company. Shell Expro, • 
is that it still cannot say when 
pumping will resume. British . 
Energy Secretary Cecil Parkison . 
last Thursday rased the possibil- ■ 
ity of an interruption of “four to 
six weeks.” 

Towards the dose of European 
business, the U.S. benchmark 
crude West Texas Intermediate 
was unchanged at $21.20 a barrel. 
Mideast Dubai stood 25 cents 
lower at $17.40. 


Kuwait to try unit trusts to boost stock market 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait is to 
allow its banks and investment 
companies to issue unit trusts to 
try to breathe life into a sluggish 
stock exchange, fiuandai sources 
said Tuesday. 

Bankers say a pool of hundreds 
of millions of dollars exists that 
could potentially be tapped from 
smaller investors with few places 
to put their money other than 
traditional time deposits. 

Under legislation, yet to be 


approved by the cabinet, the 
financial institutions would be 
able to sell units to the public to 
buy Kuwaiti shares and real 
estate and to invest overseas. 

The sources said the legislation 
bad been approved by the minis- 
try of commerce and industry and 
the central bank and should be 
approved by the cabinet within a 
month or two. 

The funds, to be listed on the 
stock exchange, would create de- 


mand for shares in a market that 
has limped along since 1982, 
when a crash in share prices left 
investors paralysed in a twisted 
net of billions of dinars of unpaid 
debts. 

The crash was caused by wild 
speculation financed in part by 
post-dated cheques at the height 
of the ofl boom and plunged 
Kuwait into recession. 

Local unit trusts, or mutual 


Due to boom in jobs at prisons 

U.S. Government employment 
climbs to unprecedented level 


WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
Americans are employed by gov- 
ernment than at any previous 
time in the nation’s history, a 
growth helped by a boom in jobs 
at prisons and jails, a Census 
Bureau report has showed. 

“Corrections is the fastest- 
growing segment'’ of government 
employment across the country, 
said Meredith De Hart, a social 
science analyst at the Census 
Bureau. 

Overall, employment of feder- 
al, state and local governments 
totalled a record 173 million 
people as of October 1987, the 
most recent period for which sta- 
tistics are available, the bureau 
reported. 

But while that represented an 
increase of 2.1 per cent from 
1986, employment in corrections 
jumped 93 pm cent to 425,000, 
the report said. 

Public demand that criminals 
be incarcerated and kept there is 
growing across the nation, ex- 
plained De Han. 


At the same time, many states 
and localities find themselves 
under court order to expand 
overcrowded jails and prisons, 
and then require increased staffs 
to operate the facilities. 

The census office keeping track 
of government operations has 
been told to expect construction 
of a new prison every year in 
some states, commented De 
Hart. 

The 1987 corrections employ- 
ment of 425,000 was up from 
388,000 a year earlier. As recent- 
ly as 1980 only 263,000 govern- 
ment employees had jobs in cor- 
rections, census statistics show. 

Other public safety categories 
also had increases. State and local 
police employment was up two 
per cent to 718.000 and fire de- 
partment workers were up 2.8 per 
cent to 335.000. 

In addition, state and local 
governments employed 273,000 
judicial and legal workers, up five 
peT cent from die year before. 

Total government employment 


across the country was 
17,281,000, the report said, up 
from 16,933,000 a year earlier 
and the highest level ever. 

Included were 3,091,000 feder- 
al workers, up .from 3,019,000 in 
1986 but still below the record 3.4 
million civilian federal employees 
set in 1945 at the end of World 
War H. 

Federal employment has been 
growing steadily in recent years, 
despite claims by the former 
Reagan administration about cut- 
ting back. After remaining in the 
vicinity of 2.8 million for several 
years, it increased to 2.9 million 
in 1984 and edged over the three 
million mark in 1985. 

The largest share of federal 
workers were employed in 
national defence and internation- 
al relations, with 1,099.000 work- 
ers, up from 1.079,000 a year* 
earlier, the report said. At the 
same time employment by the 
postal service, the next largest 
federal job source, rose from 
795,000 to 807,000. 


La - Roche streamlines image 


BASLE, Switzerland .(R) — 
Swiss chemical and drugs giant 
Hoffmann-La Roche announced 
a corporate reorganisation Mon- 
day which industry analysts said 
would streamline the group’s 
antiquated financial structure. 

A key feature of the move is to 
break up the company’s expen- 
sive shares traded over the coun- 
ter into smaller units listed on the 
main Swiss bourses. 

But stock market speculators 
who had hoped that Switzerland's 
third- largest chemical company 
would announce a major acquisi- 
tion were disappointed. 

“We are not working on any- 
thing concrete but we are keeping 
our eyes open,” said Fritz Ger- 
ber, chief executive of F. Hoff- 
mann-La Roche Und Co A.G. in 


reference to acquisition rumours 

But some analysts said the 
reorganisation would make it 
easier for Hoffmann-La Roche, 
which marketed the famous 
Valium tranquilliser and is the 
world’s 14th biggest drug com- 
pany, to make takeover bids. 

“It ... makes it easier for the 
company to increase shareholder 
equity in the case of a mega- 
acquisition,” said Gilbert Puder, 


a financial analyst 
The group, announcing a 33.1 
per cent leap in 1988 group net 
profit and 21.2 per cent divided 
increase, said in a statement: 
“The aim ... is to amplify and 
streamline management proce- 
dures, to remove administrative 
friction (which causes rising costs 
and reduces operational flexibil- 
ity) and meet die requirements of 
the financial markets.” 


THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 
AND 

THE FRENCH CULTURAL CENTRE 
present 

GROP ROSAMONDA 

in Concert of Troubadour Music 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 
Thursday, April 27, 1989, 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets available at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre, the French Cultural Centre and the 
National Music Conservatory. 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished apartment consists of two bedrooms, living 
room and kitchen, one bath room.. 

Located at Fourth Circle near Jabal Amman Hospital. 

Please call 644462 after 3 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

A fully furnished apartment with one bed room. 
Location: Samir Al Rifaie St. Zahran Quarter next to 
Qatar Embassy - Jabal Amman. 

Call tel. 616475 between 5.00 - 8.00 p.m. 


ROOF FOR RENT 
CLOSE TO 5TH CIRCLE 

4 Lg'BDR, 3BTH, marble floors, 13x7 living, family and 
dining, laundry, Lg American kitchen, wall to wall in 6DM, 
wall paper, 5x4 terrace best view, T.V. TEL, all American 
furniture — with or without. 

Please call owner 677739 between 2-10 p.m. 


<£Zqab& Swv. 

Furnished Tourist Flats 

Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea views. 

For reservation call AQABA 
Tel: 03/313512, P.O. Box (884) 


funds, which invest in various 
securities the combined contribu- 
tions from many people and pays 
them dividends in proportion to 
their holdings, have not been 
allowed in Kuwait, although 
some finance companies have 
been unofficially combining and 
channelling small investors' 
money, the sources said. 

Some banks have set up fends 
through offshore companies, 
bankers said. 

Investors complain that since 
the crash of the stock exchange, 
or “Souq Al Manakh”, the mar- 
ket has been hindered by over- 
regulation and excessive govern- 
ment intervention. 

In -an effort to support debt- 
ridden companies and share 
prices, the government over the 
last few years has built up its own 
portfolio to the point where it 
now owns more than 50 per cent 
of the capital of listed companies. 

Some 20 to 30 per cent of 
shares never changes hands, the 
sources said, adding that govern- 
ment support fold caused many 


companies now listed to become; 
far overvalued compared to their 
performance. 

The sources said the authorities: 
hoped that with the introduction: 
of unit trusts, fund managers 
seeking profitable investments 
would encourage-new companies' 
to make public share flotations 
and list themselves on the ex- 
change. 

“Tne government hopes the 
funds wfll improve professional- 
ism of share trading and bring 
small new companies in to re- 
place the bad,” said one market 
analyst. 

The sources said 75 per cent of 
each fund would have to be in- 
vested in Kuwait while 25 per 
cent could go overseas. 

After cabinet approval of the 
regulations, the stock exchange 
wm have to draw up trading and 
administration procedures. 

According to the sources, the 
exchange was also considering 
the introduction of options and 
forward deals but this was much 
further down the road. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, April 25, -1989 
Central Bank official rates 



Hr 

Sefl 

French franc 

8S.1 

86.2 

U-S- dollar 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

409.6 

414.2 

538.0 

542.0 

Dutch guilder 

255.4 

258.6 

Pound Stating 

914.5 

925.4 

Swedish crown 

84.8 

83.8 

DfuluJidmirt 

288.2 

291.9 

Itafiu Era (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 

39.3 

39.8 

Swiss franc 

326.4 

331.0 

137.7 

139.3 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 1.7010/20 

One U.S. dollar 1.1885/95 

1.8655/62 
2.1040/50 
1.6450/6 0 
39.04/07 
6.3125/75 
1367/1368 
131.28/38 
6.3460/510 
6.7705/55 
7.2560/610 

One ounce of gold 385.70/366.10 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


BY REUTERS 

SYDNEY — Market holiday. 

TOKYO — Prices closed sharply higher after Prime Minister 
Nob ora Takeshi ta said he and his cabinet would resign over the 
Recruit share scandal. The Nikkei surged 438.86 to 33,244.78. 

HONG KONG — Prices were slightly easier at midday after dull 
trading in the absence of new incentives. The Hang Seng index 
dosed 7.99 lower at 3,088.00. 

SINGAPORE — A late rally by bargain hunters helped stock 
prices partially recover early losses. The Straits Times industrial 
index closed 1.13 lower at 1,246.11. 

BOMBAY — Prices finished higher in active trading for the new 
account but off the day’s highs as early momentum faded on 
institutional profit-taking, brokers said. 

FRANKFURT — Shares reversed initial-foils, largely on specula- 
tion that the government will abolish its stock turnover tax. The 
real-time 3ft*hare DAX index rose 4.04 to 1,372.42. 

ZURICH — Market dosed slightly lower hut shares of the 
chemical group Hafftn a nn -La Roucbe rose in heavy trading. The 
all-share Swiss index shed 5.8 to 1,018.3. 

PARIS — Prices declined on thin volume, with investors sidelined 
by interest rate uncertainty and a general lack of enthusiasm. The 
50-share bourse indicator fell by 0.86 per cent. 

LONDON — Shares were steady but the market remained 
cautious ahead of Wednesday's release of Britain’s March trade 
fig u res. At 1440 GMT, the FTSE 100 index was up 10.6 at 

NEW YORK — Prices, rose on news of a smaller than expected 
rise in U.S. durable goods orders in March, bait the later dropped 
bade on profit-taking. The Dow was up six at 2,408. 
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Napoli manager Bianchi says he’ll stay 


' N APLES (R) — Napoli manager Ottavio B ianchi says he will stay 
'with the UEFA Cop finalists until 1990 after a cool reception to 
his offer to leave in June. The Italian dub accused Bianchi of 
insensitive timing in announcing bis wish to break his contract 
while the team was preparing for its first European dub soccer 
final. “In view of the pandemonium which broke out I have no 
'problem staying until 1990, worse luck for them," said Bianchi, 

; who has clashed with players several times since he joined Napoli 
- in 1985. “I was only showing my willingness to break certain ties 
■ which I thought could help sort out the usual end-of-season 
arguments” he cold Italian television. 

: China abort of funds for 1990 Asian Games 


' BEUING (AP) — China is soliciting public contributions because 

* it does not have enough money to finance the 11th Asian Games 
scheduled for Beijing next year. The state needs to come up with 
at least 300 million yuan (181 million) to meet costs for die games, 
the largest sporting event ever held in Qiina, the official China 

■ Daily said Tuesday. The report quoted Wang Zhiliang of the 
Asian Games organising committee as saying construction costs 
‘ for the games will be 2. 185 billion yuan ($590 million) and 

* administrative expenses will be 330 million yuan ($89 milli on). 
Wang said the government has obtained 300 million yuan in 
public contributions but needs at least 300 million yuan more to 
meet all costs. Fund-raising is being done by selling advertise- 
ments, permitting monopolies of some important materials 
authorised by the state, issuing souvenirs and accepting donations 

* from individuals and enterprises. 

Hlasek slumps out 

MONTE CARLO (R) — Jakob Hlasek of Switzerland headed a 
parade of seeds sliding out of the $600,000 Monte Carlo Open 
men’s tennis Grand Pnx in the wind and rain Tuesday. With a 
blustery wind blowing in from the Mediterranean and continual 
, light rain falling, fourth-seed Hlasek was trounced 6-4, 6-1 by 
Martin Jaite of Argentina, losing finalist last year but nnseeded 
this time round. Yugoslavia’s big-hitting Slobodan Zivojinovic, 
. the 11th seed, was knocked out by Swede Jan Gunnarsson and 
. number 15 Mark Woodforde of Australia also made an early exit 
to Uruguayan Marcelo Filippim. “It was my first tournament on 
i-clay in eight months," Hlasek explained. “I played poorly. I 
. missed a lot of balls. I made it very easy for him to beat me today. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
C1M» TttDuna Modi* Swvleaa. Inc. 


BOOST THOSE ODDS 



North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

* K 8 

<? KQ75 
0 A 7 6 

* 8 5 43 

WEST EAST 

♦ O10 5 * J 9 7 3 2 

-5 98 93 

0 K Q 10 9 5 2 0 J843 

* K9 • • 4 7-10 7 

SOUTH 

* A 6 4 

9 A J 10 6 4 2 
0 Void 

* AQ62 


The bidding: 



South West 

North 

East 

I V 2 0 

3 

Pass 

6 ? Paw 

Pass 

Paw 

Opening lead: King of 0 


Show seme people a finesse posi- 
tion and they look no further. Pre- 
sent the same holding to a good 
player and he immediately looks for 
better odds than 50-50. 

■ Perhaps there was a better way to 
investigate slam possibilities on this 
band from a pur tournament, such 
as with a cue-bidding sequence. 
However, after North's forcing 
jump raise South bid what he 
thought he could make, and the re- 
sult was a fair slam. 

West led the king of diamonds. 


and at first glance it might seem that 
the fate of the contract hinged on 
the dub finesse. Those players who 
banked all on one roll of die dice 
were disappointed, for when the fi- 
nesse lost they eventually had to 
concede a second dub trick for 
down one. 

The declarers who were more 
learned in dummy-play technique 
found a line that gave them a chance 
.even if ibe dab-monarch was unfa- 
vorably placed. They ruffed the 
opening diamond lead, drew trumps 
in two rounds ending on the board, 
and ruffed dummy’s remaining low 
diamond. The king of spades pro- 
vided access to the table to cash the 
ace of diamonds for a dub discard. 

Declarer now rook both his black 
aces, then crossed to the board with 
a spade ruff to lead a dub. East 
produced the ten and declarer went 
in with the queen. Had the king 
been with East, the contract would 
have been secure. As the cards lay, 
West was able to capture the queen 
of dubs with the king, but declarer's 
other chance paid off. Since West 
had started with a doubleton king of , 
dubs, he was now forced to return a j 
diamond, allowing declarer to 
trump in dummy while discarding 1 
his remaining club loser from hand. 

At the Cable, as in life , a little 
foresight can be most rewarding. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“The last time I went fishing the 
only thing I caught was heck 
from my wife.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


Unscramble dies* tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ortflnaty words. 


YOSUM 


SHAMC 


AMLAMM 


LUNYUR 



what the pharaoh 

WHO ATE CRACKERS 
IN BEPWAS* 


Now arrange the dieted Jotters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PFBZE FLAME LAUNCH PLACID 

Answer: How the aedptem raised monawta Onfr 
annual shindig— THEY ALL CHfPPED IN 




-•■•tv 



Canada drugs inquiry probes Johnson 


Sabotage claim ruled out 


TORONTO (AP)— A Canadian inqtuiy has all bnt rejected 
the theory that someone tampered with Ben Johnson’s drink 
in the testing room at the Seoul Olympus, thus causing the 
sprinter to foil a drug test and lose his gold medal and world 
record in the 100 metres. 


In a surprise declaration during 
a day of testimony Monday, the 
senior counsel to an investigating 
commission interrupted proceed- 
ings to announce the lawyers — 
including Johnson’s — bad 
agreed with the decision. 

“In light of the public state- 
ments made following the dis- 
qualification in Seoul, we as 
counsel and our investigators 


facility, saying be most have tam- 
pered with Johnson's drink. 

Armstrong’s statement came in 
the midst of testimony by John- 
son’s physiotherapist, Waldemar 
Matuszewski, who was in the 
testing room with the sprinter 
after the race. 

Matuszewski acknowledged 
the man was in the room, but he 
wasn’t concerned about him. The 


considered it our obligation to physiotherapist said he later 
make a thorough investigation of signed a form approving the test- 


Going to press... Bobby Robson, England’s soccer 
manager, meets his fiercest critics as his side 


prepare for their cxnidal World Cup tie against 
Albania Wednesday 


World Cup soccer prospects 


LONDON (R) — Gary Lineker 
will seek to end his own scoring 
drought and help repair the dam- 
aged morale of English soccer 
when be leads the attack against 
Albania in a World Cup qualifier 
at Wembley Wednesday. 

Lineker, who has not scored 
for England since last May when 
he hit the winner against Switzer- 
land in ' a friendly, has shown 
signs of unproved form with his 
Spanish dub Barcelona in recent 
weeks but needs to prove be 
remains an international marks- 
man of the highest quality. 

If he can end his run of seven 
games without a goal, Lineker 
will not only lift England dear of 
Sweden at the top of European 
qualifying group two, but also 
revive English spirits after the 
tragedy at the Liverpool-Notting- 
ham Forest F.A Cup semifinal at 
Hillsborough which claimed 95 
lives 10 days ago. 

England manager Bobby Rob- 


son captured the mood of his 
team when he said: “We have all 
had to steel ourselves for the 
task, to get our minds right at a 
time of grief and mourning. 

“The game took such a knock 
at Hillsborough that a good En- 
glish performance ana win is 
needed to give a boost for the 
whole country. I will tell the 
players nothing less will do.” 

Robson's squad has been 
weakened by the withdrawal of 
Liverpool's John Barnes, who has 
committed himself to attend 
funerals this week, but his team is 
still likely to be too strong feu- 
Albania's well-organised but li- 
mited side. 

East Germany miss 8 regulars 

MOSCOW (R) — Struggling 
East Germany, beaten at home 
by Turkey two weeks ago, go into 
Wednesday’s World Cup soccer 
qualifier against the Soviet Union 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY. APRIL 26. 1989 


Smr HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By.ThaGarrM Wflhter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
.day remaind quiet-untiKthe after- 
noon when a seaseof adventure and 
fun is stirred up. Indulge In 
pleasurable activities that will be 
enjoyed more so with someone you 
already know. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 You 
can be quick to light, and to forget, 
without holding a pudge. 
Remember, some people hold 
grudges habitually. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Ex- 
press your love of music and art. 
Your own talents are in a good 
Cycle. A loving and interesting 
situation is approaching. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 211 A 
lunch companion has interesting 
ideas. You may lack your usual 
flexibility today. Use your versatile 
skills. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
Jnl. 211 You may be dinging to a 
relationship that needs stimulation 
and modification. You may have 
over co mmi tt e d yourself. 

LEO (Jal. 22 to Ang. 21) The 
sorial atmosphere is revealing. H is 
a better time lo plan, than to do. 
Anger and arrogance are a devas- 
tating combination. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to SepL 22} A 
misunderstanding results in confu- 
sion. A change in schedule will im- 
prove matters. Disorganization is 
frustrating and causes delays. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Start 


important projects. Over- 
confidence ana complacency can 
cause opportunities to pass by 
unnoticed. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Too many compliments can give 
you a swelled head, even though 
you have earned the praise. Sodal 
matters are stimulating. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) You may suffer from a general 
lack of interest. Coasting along 
with the tides of fate may serve 
your purpose best- 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Go for it. do it and don’t waste any 
time getting started. Your ideas 
bear fruit with your present take- 
charge attitude. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
You pride yourself on fairness and 
humanitarian understanding. 
•Avoid someone who has disap- 
pointed you in the past. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Set 
the record straight with the person 
who asks for help but rejects good 
advice. Jealousy can destroy a good 
friendship. 

If Your Child la Bom Today 

He or she will be effervescent and 
spontaneous. Luck)- situations and 
{mod fortune will be there for to- 
day’s children. They will get what 
they need, when they need it, but 
without any extras. Expect your 
child to be hardworking, prudent, 
kind, humble and sociable. 


THE Daily Crossword by By Kanneih Witte 


ACROSS 
1 Construction 
tog 

S Cava dweUors 
9 Vagrants 
14 Sktn disease 
16 — Mountains 

16 Idollza 

17 Chatter 

18 SpL-Am. War 
participant 

20 Roma In calm 

22 HI! sign 

23 Groove 

24 Health resort 
. 27 Weight: atobr. 

29 Beavers work 

30 X 

33 Possess 
35 Comic Jay 
37 SeN-respoct 
39 Arrogant 

42 Gallic good- 
bye 

43 Saint — ’s fire 

44 Fast of 
courage 

46 Small amount 
46 “Lenore” 
author 
48 Wing 
50 Cunning 

61 Joey” 

52 Diamonds 

54 Behave futfleiy 

62 “Easy Rider" 
name 

63 Window base 

64 — Mountains 
85 Vortex 

66 Haallwn da tty 
87 Position 

68 Betsy or 
Barney 

69 Ratheris forte 
DOWN 

1 Gar. composer 

2 Reverberate 

3 indigo 
source 

4 Repairs 

5 Predatory 
birds 

. 6 Century plant 

7 Cross types 

8 Exhale aud&iy 



eisea tohiiw M«a> swviom. me. 
Al «0M* Raaarrtd 


9 Clear one's 
threat 
pompously 

10 Certain poet 

11 Portend 

12 Hematite end 
m a gn e t i t e 

13 hid. weight 
19 1 st. denes 
21 Kilter whale 

24 Young hog 

25 H Imaia yen 
snlmsi 

26 Shun 

28 Snicker 

29 Tenet 

30 Grows weary 

31 A Ford 

32 tatigwit 
34 Chemical 

suffix 
36 Nothing 
38 Pols 

40 Aristocrat of 
old Athens 

41 Dee. 25 end 
Jen. 1 


Yesterday's Puzzle Salved: 


nrararifi rrrann nnran 
nnnnn nnnn □□□□ 
nnnnn nnnnnnnran 
nnnnnnnn nninnn 
nnann nnnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnro naan 
nan nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnann naaann 
nnnnnran nnnnn 
nnnnn nnannnnn 
nnnfinnanci nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnan naona 


47 Nor. king 
49 Teutonic cry 
51 Seng of prute 

53 Reddish dye 

54 Whack 

55 Me Kett 

56 Active one 


57 Within: pref. 

58 Totals 

59 Carnival 
feature 

60 Poky 

61 House winge 

62 Dance step 


without eight regular players be- 
cause of injury. 

In contrast to their success in 
other sports, the East German 
soccer team seems lately to lack 
strategic sense, commitment, 
and, at times, even elementary 
skills. 

First-choice goalkeeper Rene 
Mueller is missing for the match 
in Kiev, replaced by Joerg Weiss- 
flog, as are defenders Mathias 
Lindner, Ronald Kreer and De- 
tlef Scboessler, Libero Frank 
Rohde and midfielders Joerg 
Stuebner, Hans- U we Pflz ana 
Ralf Minge. 

Trainer Manfred Zapf has cal- 
led up Frank Lieberam, the 
Libero who scored the equaliser 
in Dynamo Dresden’s UEFA Cup 
semifinal second leg match 
against VFB Stuttgart. 

There are six players in the 
16-man squad from Dresden, 
who are well clear at the top of 
the East German first division. 

Romania looking good 

ATHENS (R) — Romania, 
with the strength of European 
Cup finalists Steaua Bucharest to 
bolster them, can underline their 
World Cup finals claim with 
another victory over Greece. 

Romania beat the Greeks 3-0 
at home in their first European 
group one clash in November and 
look set once more to outgun the 
younger and less experienced 
Greek side. 

Romanian and former Steaua 
coach Emerich Janei told a 
Romanian sporting paper he con- 
sidered the match against Greece 
“important, but not the most 
important in the group so far.” 

After arriving in Athens Mon- 
day, he said: “Our esteem forces 
Us to play well and win.” 

Spanish morale low 

DUBLIN (R) — Luis Suarez is 
worried that the shock waves of 
Real Madrid’s 5-0 European Cup 
thrashing by AC Milan will 
undermine Spain's bid to oon- 
-tinue their unbeaten World Cup 
qualifying run when they meet 
Ireland. 


the sabotage theory,” Robert 
Armstrong read from a prepared 
statement. 

“That investigation has led 
us... to conclude at this stage that 
it would not advance your work 
to pursue that theory.” 

The theory that Johnson's 
urine test was somehow sabot- 
aged was rejected last September 
by Olympic officials, who subse- 
quently stripped the Jamaican- 
born sprinter of his mdeal and 
record. He was suspended him 
from international competition 
for two years. 

But Johnson’s coach, Charlie 
Francis, raised it again when he 
appeared last month before the 
national probe into drug abuse in 
sport. Francis acknowledged 
Johnson had used banded ster- 
oids since 1981, but’ claimed be 
wasn’t on the stanozolol found in 
his urine at Seoul. 

Francis blamed the test result 
on a mysterious man he reported 


ing procedure, a copy of which 
was submitted to the inquiry as 
evidence. 

WbOe the Internationa] Olym- 
pic Committee has said the sprin- 
ter would be welcomed at the 
1992 games in Barcelona, Sport 
Minister Jean Charest said in 
Ottawa that Johnson won’t repre- 
sent Canada. 

“As for as the government' of 
Canada is concerned, if an athlete 
is caught using steroids, he is 
banned for life with the right of 
appeal to the minister after two 
years,” Charest said. 

Matuszewski testified earlier 
he administered what he sus- 
pected were banned drugs to at 
least one Canadian athlete — 
quarter-miler Mike Sokolowski 
— and assumed many others 
were also using the drugs. 

Sokolowski and nine other 
track athletes have admitted at 
the probe to using steroids. 

The Warsaw-born Matuszews- 


to be hanging around the testing^ ki told Mr. Justice Charles Dubin 


that Italy’s top sprinrer once hit 
him on the face with a belt and 
threatened him for refusing to 
administer treatment. 

The commission was in recess 
last week after two weeks of 
hearings in which several of the 
athletes who trained with John- 
son at the Mazda Optimists track 
and field dub appeared. 

The track ana field hearings 
opened in February with often 
startling testimony from Charlie 
Francis, Johnson's coach, about 
steroid use by the star sprinter 
and 12 other athletes dating back 
□early a decade. 

Johnson, 27, set the 100-metre 
world record of 9.83 seconds at 
Rome in 1987. IBs 9.79- second 
performance at Seoul w as dis- 
allowed after the positive steroid 
test and the gold medal given to 
American Carl Lewis. 

His only public statement since 
Seoul was that he never knowing- 
ly used drugs to enhance his 
performance. 

The federal government 
formed the commission of inquiry 
into the use of drugs and banned 
practices intended to increase 
athletic performance after the 
positive test at Seoul turned 
Canadian celebration of John- 
son's race into mourning and 
disgrace. 

It held hearings on weight- 
lifting before opening the lengthy 
sessions on track and field. 

Presiding judge Charles Dubin 
has said repeatedly that the hear- 
ings ere hot aimed at one athlete 
or even one sport. He described 
them as a sweeping look at 
amateur sports and the pressures 
that may be encouraging young 
athletes to cheat. 


Are blacks better athletes? 


NEW YORK (AP) — Olympic 
gold medalist Carl Lewis black 
athletes are generally “made bet- 
ter” than white athletes. 

Baseball star Mike Schmidt 
says blacks are “much more 
suited to the sporting environ- 
ment” and anthropologist Robert 
Malina says black children usual- 
ly run foster and jump higher 
than their white counterpart. 

The statements are made on a 
one-hour NBC special that ex- 
amines the sensitive subject of 
race and sports. 

“Black athletes — fact and. 
fiction,” an hour-long broadcast 
Tuesday night with host Tom 
Brokaw, attempts to explain why 
blacks dominate many U.S. 
sports. Some say the reasons are 
genetic. Others point to social 
and cultural factors. 

The issue was raised in. 1987, 
when Los Angeles Dodgers ex- 
ecutive Al Campanis was fired 
after saying that blacks lacked 
“the necessities" to be major 
league managers. Last year, 
CBS-TV fired analyst Jimmy 
“The Greek" Snyder after he said 
blacks were bred to be good 
athletes. 

The NBC programme is sure to 
revive the controversy. 

Lewis, a sprinter and long jum- 
per, says he thinks fellow blacks 
have a natural edge over whites in 
some sports because they cany 
less fet and have longer legs and 
arms. 

But sociologist Harry Edwards 



U. 
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RACING AHEAJJr A new NBC docurnentcry reexamines She 
sensitive question of biological differences between the races in 
sport. Pundits of both colours can now be found on both sides 
of the argument 


strongly disagrees, saying there 
are “no differences that make any 
difference'’ between black and 
white athletes. 

Edwards says portraying blacks 
as natural athletes is dangerous 
because it reinforces the 
stereotype that blacks are “closer 
to beasts and animals ... than they 
are to the rest of humanity.” 

Edwards says blacks excel in 
sports because their opportunities 
are limited in other areas by 
racism and discrimination. 

However, the programme 
cities several studies that indicate 
blacks have a physical edge over 
whites at an early age. 

In one test, 1,200 black and 


white children up to ;.v.:rv i!d 
were tested for motor ’sl; : !i de- 
velopment. Researchers four-. 5 
that the black children acquire 
skills earlier in 15 of 30 tests, 
while whites led in only three. 

The programme includes inter- 
views with Canadian research?’ 
Gaude Bouchard and Gidcc 
Ariel, who founded 
Biomechanics division o' •; 
U.S. Olympic Commitrec-. 

Bouchard said his studie? .•< 
blacks have more “fast iv hcY 
muscles, which are good for 
sprinting and jumping, whilt 
whites have a greater percentage 
of “slow twitch" muscles better 
suited for endurance events. 


Peanuts 


NO, MA'AM, I don't KNOU) 
WHAT HAPPENED IN 1540.. 


NO, MA'AM, I PONT KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENED IN 1680, 
10ZO OK 3920... 


HOWEVER, I MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO MAKE A WILD SUE 55 AT 
WHAT HAPPENED RIGHT AFTER 
BREAKFASTTHIS M0RN1 N6... 

Tvou're mm 5iR.‘ 1 V 
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Media urge people to counter democratic movement 


Peking on offensive 


PEKING (R) — China Issued a grim warning 
Tuesday against further student unrest, accusing 
protesters of a “planned conspiracy” to overthrow 
the Co mmunis t Party and plunge China into chaos. 

The official media broke a 
virtual silence on the week-old 
unrest which has rocked -Peking 
and other cities, by urging the 
entire population to unite in a 
“serious political struggle” 
against the movement for demo- 
cratic freedoms. 

The statement, a commentary 
to be published in the People's 
Daily Wednesday but broadcast 
in advance on national radio and 
television, appeared t& herald a 
crackdown and lessen the chances 
of dialogue between protesters 
and the government, the key goal 
of students. 

Hie commentary was greeted 
with anger on campuses. Students 
at Peking’s Qinghua University 
immediately called a mass meet- 
ing to discuss how to react, uni- 
versity sources said. 

In language reminiscent of 
Peking’s vitriolic attacks on Tibe- 
tan separatists, the commentary 
alleged that a “tiny minority” of 


A student representative carries a list of demands past police lines to the Great Ball of People in 
Pekin" 


people seeking to overthrow the 
Communist Party had manipu- 
lated the student movement. 


Agitators had used 100,000- 
strong demonstrations in the 
heart of Peking last week and a 
two-day-old classroom strike by 
tens of thousands of students for 
evil aims, it said. 

The demonstrations were held 
after the death April 15 of former 
Communist Party leader Hu 
Yaobang, a reformist who be- 
came a symbol to students of 
democratic freedoms. 

“It is not that these people 
have grievances. They have a 
secret motive, to create chaos 
across the whole nation and des- 
troy stability," the commentary 
said. 

It attacked agitators for form- 
ing “illegal organisations,” 
attempting to foment unrest 
among workers and peasants and 
in particular for criticising indi- 
vidual national leaders. 

Campus cartoon posters have 
lampooned politicians, especially 
Premier U Peng who has been 
portrayed as a pig and a snail 
“scared to come out of his shell 
and face students.” 


The commentary said students 
had used force to promote their 
strike and take control of college 
public address systems. 

“If we are too tolerant, there 
will be more serious chaos ... if 
these people continue in their 
illegal activities, they will be sev- 
erely punished, 17 it said. Protest 
leaders have publicly declared 
their identities at campus meet- 
ings. 

If the chaos continued, said the 
commentary, “our efforts to con- 
trol inflation and official corrup- 
tion wQl all be in vain ... the 
achievements of ten years of re- 
form will be destroyed. Our 
hopeful China will become a 
hopeless, chaotic China.” 

It urged Communist Party 
members, workers and “the 
whole people" to unite to “pro- 
tect the socialist system.’’ 

There was little sign of official 
interference Tuesday afternoon 
in the ferment of Student protest 
meetings on several university 
campuses in Peking.' 

Students from several colleges 
earlier took to the streets hoping 
to win the hearts and minds of 
Peking’s cautious residents by 
channelling public anger over in- 
flation and corruption into sup- 


port for democratic freedoms. 

Groups patrolled the city play- 
ing tape-recorded accounts of 
their mass marches last week, a 
move they said was vital to couth 
ter propaganda in the govern- 
raent-nm media. They collected 
donations from passers-by. 

Posters aimed at passing work- 
ers bung outside the Peking Uni- 
versity campus. 

They focused on China’s high 
inflation, official nepotisn and 
corruption, the biggest sources of 
discontent among ordinary peo- 
ple. Others at the University of 
Politics and Law called for a 
strike by industrial workers. 

Protests in Peking have been 
almost completely peaceful, but 
rioting — apparently not by stu- 
dents — erupted on the weekend 
in the provincial cities of Hunan 
and fhangsha in the wake of 
memorial marches for Hu. 

China’s official media has be- 
come a target of anger for student 
protesters, who list press freedom 
as a key demand. 

Marchers from a Peking tech- 
nical college Tuesday chanted: 
“The People's Daily cheats the 
people, central TV turns black 
into white and the Peking Daily 
prints nonsense." 


KAL 


SEOUL l Agencies) — A Seoul 
court Tuesday sentenced to death 
by hanging a 27-year-old woman 
who admitted she blew up a 
South Korean airliner, killing all 
115 people aboard, on orders of 
(.ommunist North Korea, state 
radio said. 

The radio quoted chief Judge 
Chong Sang-Hak as saying defen- 
dant Kim Hyun-Hui committed a 
heinous crime and deserved to be 
executed in line with internation- 
al conventions that require heavy 
punishment for air terrorism. 

The sentence had been widely 
predicted. 

Seoul officials have frequently 
said, however, that the govern- 
ment would probably order a 
reprieve, portraying her as mere- 
ly a pawn in North Korea's cam- 
paign of belligerence towards the 
South. 

The radio said Kim’s lawyers 
would decide soon whether or not 
to appeal against the death sent- 
ence. 

At two earlier hearings, the 
pretty former child actress con- 
fessed to planting explosives 
aboard a Korean Air Lines 
Boeing 707 in November, I9S7. 
on the orders of Kim Jcng-il. son 
of North Korean President Kim 
1 1 -Sung. 

She said ihe attack was in- 
tended to fan security fears ahead 
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Kim Hyun-Hui cries in court 
of the 1988 Olympic games in 
Seoul and discourage countries 
from sending teams. 

In the event, a record 160 
countries attended the games, in- 
cluding top North Korean allies 
the Soviet Union and China, but 
Pyongyang stayed away after fail- 
ing to win co-hosting rights. 

North Korea has strongly de- 
nied any involvement in the 
plane’s destruction. 

Kim Hyun-Hui was extradited 
to South Korea in December, 
1987. from Bahrain, where she 
and her travelling companion 
were detained. 

They had left the doomed 
Baghdad-Seoul flight during a 
Gulf stopover after planting the. 
bombs on board. When stopped 
by Bahrain security authorities, 
her companion, an elderly man, 
swallowed cyanide capsules and 
died. 

Kim burst into tears when the 
verdict was read. Relatives of the 
victims sat quietly in the court, 
listening to the verdict. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rushdie reading cancelled after threats 

VIENNA i K ) — A group of Austrian writers has called off a 
planned reading from Salman Rushdie's novel “Satanic Verses" 
after receiving more than 25 death and bomb threat-., organisers 
said Monday. A spokesman said the threats were received by an 
Austrian students organisation and two Iranians due to take part 
in the reading and discussion.. 

S. African black unionists acquitted 

JOHANNESBURG ( APj — A judge acquitted a prominent 
union leader and four other black activists of subversion Monday 
and said forming community organisations and boycotts was not a 
crime, but .i form nf protest against corruption and poor living 
condition-*. Mo-cs Mayvkiso, head of the country's largest 
metal'.: I'ri.er.s union, u.is carried from the supreme court building 
to the nearby Central Methodist Church on the shoulders of 
jubilant supporters as police ordered the crowd to stop singing 
and chanting and told journalists to leave the area. 

Malaysia’s king ends 5-year term 

KUALA LUMPLIR (AP) — Malaysia's eighth king. Sultan 
Mahmood Iskandar. ended his five-year term Tuesday and 
rerumed to his hometown of Johore Bahru. In Malaysia, the 
king’s title is Yang Di-Pertunn Agong. The ninth King Sultan 
Azlan Shah. 61. of Perak state will arrive Wednesday in the 
capital from Ipnh. 2tNJ kilometres to the north, to take his oath of 
office. Ci site only system of its sort in the world, the nine 
ruler- o; utic M:: lay sun Moles elect by secret ballot one of their 
number .is iiic national king for a five-year term. 

Premadasa Invites Gandhi to Sri Lanka 

COLOMBO (AP) — President Ranasinghe Premadasa has 
invited Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to visit Sri Lanka 
where Indian troops are battling Tamil rebels, according to 
officials said. The invitation was extended through La khan Lai 
Mchrotra, India’s new high commissioner, said the officials. 
Mehrotra presented his credentials to Premadasa Monday during 
a meeting that lasted 55 minutes, said a spokeswoman for the 
Indian high commission. 

LewsuK aoz'msi Marcos to proceed 

■■ " t'c c* •-■.-* Mor.dav 
• ,. .u!l .igaiiibi former 
Preside:.! i ciamanu Marcos and his wife Imelda for allegedly 
stealing huge sums of money from his country. The suit charges 
many violations of racketeering laws and seeks as much as $50 
billion in punitive damages. The justices, in a brief order, left 
intact the ruling by a U.S. court of appeals in San Francisco last 
December that the Philippine government can sue Marcos and his 
wife in the United States where the couple live in exile. 


Takeshita resignation compounds stalemate 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s Prime 
Minister Noboru Takeshita, 
losing popularity fast amid an 
influence-peddling scandal, 
said Tuesday he will resign bat 
left the timing of his departure 
and the identity of his successor 
unclear. 

The Recruit scandal, which 
has bedeviled Japanese pofitics 
for half of Takeshita’s 18- 
mouth tenure, leaves his coun- 
try in a state of political uncer- 
tainty. It appeared possible that 
an elder politician from 
Takeshita’s Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) may become a sort 
of interim prime minister onto 
the situation is sorted oat. 

Tbe candidate mentioned in 
many news reports Tuesday 
was former Foreign Minister 
Masayoshi I to, a diabetic whose 
health was in Question. 


But Ito, the 75-year-old 
rhainnan of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party’s Executive 
Council, appeared to decline. 

“I think it should be a young 
person. “It’s time for a young 
person to be in charge,” he 
said. 

The Recruit scandal erupted 
last "hbimt with revelations 
that the company had add cut- 
price shares m a real estate 
subsidiary to more than 150 
politicians, bureaucrats, busi- 
ness leaders and media execu- 
tives. 

The shares, often bought 
with money lent by another 
Recruit subsidiary, yielded Eat 
profits when sold after the sub- 
sidiary went public in 1986. 

Recruit is suspected of seek- 
ing favours from bureaucrats 
who regulated its mam business 


in job-placement magazines 
and from top executives of com- 
panies with which it did busi- 
ness, including tbe giant utility 
Nippon Telegraph and Tele- 
phone Corporation. 

Other party eiders who have 
been named as possible succes- 
sors to Takeshita include for- 
mer Prime Minister Takeo 
Fukuda, 84, who has 
announced he will retire from 
politics, and Takeshita’s men- 
tor Shin Kanemaru, 74, a for- 
mer deputy prime minis ter. 

Other powerful figures in the 
party are as tainted by the 
Recruit Company scandal as 
Takeshita, including his rival 
and party secretary general, 
former Foreign Minister Shin- 
taro Abe. 

“The Recruit question has 
caused a grave crisis for tbe 


nation’s parliamentary demo- 
cracy,” Takeshita, 65, said in a 
live nationwide television 
broadcast after telling the 
cabinet of his intention to 
resign. 

“As tbe chief executive of 
government and president' of 
the nding party, I deeply apoio- 


Asked about his successor, be 
declined to comment, saying “ft 
is not the place of one resigning 
to express such opinions.” 
After Takeshita steps down, 
governing party members 
would choose their next party 
president, who would in turn 
become prime minister, as the 
Liberal Democrats have a 
majority in both houses of par- 
KameuL 

Takeshita’s entire cabinet 
and the rest of the party lead- 


ership — Abe, Ito and Mkhio 
Watanabe, chairman of the 
policy board — would be ex- 
pected to resign with the pre- 
mier so that his successor could 
pick new aides, news reports 
said. 

Prices on the Tokyo stock 
exchange surged after the 
announcement, and tbe Nikkei 
stock average of 225 selected 
issues, which shed 223.89 points 
the previous day, regained 
250.47 points, or 0.76 per cent, 
to finWi morning trading at 
33,056.39. 

Takeshita said be would leave 
office after the Met, Japan's 
parliament, passes the 1989 
budget. The Diet has been stal- 
led in a boycott by opposition 
parties demanding that former 
Prime Minister Yasuhiro Naka- 
sooe testify to the Diet- 


Panama assails U.S. 
over covert operation 


PANAMA CITY (Agencies) — 
Acting Panamanian President 
Manuel Solis Palma has accused 
the United States of secretly giv- 
ing $10 million to opponents of 
Manuel Antonio Noriega as part 
of a plan to retain control of the 
Panama Canal. 

Noriega, head of the defence 
dorces and Panama's de facto 
ruler, accused the United States 
of playing a “dirty game.” He 
told a news conference that “the 
men who speak of democracy 
have dirtied their bands.” 

Solis Palma said Monday that 
“Panamanian traitors” were con- 
spiring to renege on the 1977 
treaties under which control of 
the vital waterway is to be ceded 
to Panama in the year 2000. 

“The Panamanian people — 
and it is important that the Un- 
ited States know this and that 
(U.S.) President George Bush 
not be deceived — are supremely 
angered." 

The United States has been at 
odds with Noriega, once a strong 
ally, since last year, when a U.S. 
grand jury indicted him on 
charges of drug trafficking and 
money laundering. 

U.S. News and World Report 
said in its May 1 issue that Bush 
had signed a secret intelligence 


directive to give $10 million to the 
Panamanian opposition. It says 
the money was to be used for 
printing, advertising, transporta- 
tion and communications for 
opposition candidates in May 7 
elections. 

Bush refused Monday to con- 
firm reports he had ordered a 
covert action campaign in Pana- 
ma but said he wanted the 
presidential elections there to be 
free and fair. 

“I don't discuss intelligence mat- 
ters," Bush said. “We're involved 
in encouraging the elections to be 
free and fair and open.” Bush 
told reporters aboard Air Force 
One as he flew to Chicago. He 
said Panama should let interna- 
tional election observers monitor 
the elections. 

Noriega has ruled since Febru- 
ary 1988 when he ousted Presi- 
dent Eric Delvalle, the leader 
who is still recognised by 
Washington. Delvalle bad sought 
Noriega's resignation as head of 
the defence forces after he was 
indicted. 

Officials have said the elec- 
tions, if they were free and fair, 
were an opportunity to resolve 
outstanding problems between 
Washington and Panama Gty. 



Dublin protests to 
Pretoria over arms 


Mannd Antonio Noriega 

But State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
the focus of international atten- 
tion was needed to ensure a free 
and fair election process in 
Pan aft) a. 

“We note that Noriega’s reg- 
ime continues to restrict visas, as 
well as hotel accommodations 
and auto rental facilities, in an 
effort to discourage observers 
from evaluating tbe electoral pro- 
cess," she said. 

Attorney Guillermo Endara, 
who is running against Noriega- 
backed presidential candidate 
Carlos Duque, Monday denied 
receiving any campaign funds 
from the United States. 


NATO arms rift 
as wide as ever 


DUBLIN (R) — Ireland has pro- 
tested forcefully to South Africa 
over allegations that Pretoria sup- 
plied arms to Protestant extrem- 
ists in Northern Ireland in ex- 
change for a British missile, a 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

“The protest was delivered in 
the strongest possible terms,” the 
spokesman said after Irish 
Ambassador Andrew o'Rourke 
called on the South African 
embassy in London. Dublin has 
no diplomatic relations with Pre- 
toria. 

Three Protestant militants 
fighting to keep Northern Ireland 
British were arrested with an 
American arms dealer in Paris 
Friday. They were alleged to be 
selling a stolen model of a British 
Blowpipe anti-aircraft missile to a 
South African diplomat. 

Dublin's Monday night protest 
•’reflected the deep concern of 
the Irish government that anyone 
should contribute directly or in- 
directly to the activities of para- 
militaries in Northern Ireland,” 
the Irish spokesman said. 

British members of parliament 
charged that weapons supplied by 
South Africa as part of an alleged 
deal with the Ulster Defence 
Association (UDA) to which the 
three arrested Irishmen belong, 


bad already been used in North- 
ern Ireland. 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher voiced concern to a 
visiting South African minister 
who repeated Pretoria's stand 
that it does not supply arms to 
terrorists. 

The shoulder-held Blowpipe 
can down low-flying aircraft, 
though British defence officials 
said the one involved in the 
alleged Paris deal, a demonstra- 
tion model stolen from a barracks 
in Northern Ireland April 11, 
could not be fired. 

Tbe missile is manufactured by 
Short Bro there of Belfast. Bri- 
tain’s Northern Ireland minister, 
Tom King, told reporters the case 
had serious implications for the 
firm “because it threatens to 
bring into question the reliability 
of Shorts and their security." 

Security specialists have sug- 
gested that South Africa, trying 
to get round an 11-year-old inter- 
national anti-apartheid arms 
embargo, may have been in- 
terested in acquiring blueprints of 
the advanced Starstreak and 
Javelin missiles made by Shorts. 

Tbe affair comes at a delicate 
time for tbe state-run plane and 
missile manufacturer because foe 
company is being prepared for 
privatisation. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States has rejected a 
plea by West Germany to hold 
negotiations with the Soviet Un- 
ion to scale down battlefield nuc- 
lear missiles and intends to pro- 
ceed with work to upgrade the 
weapons. 

The dispute, which is causing 
strains within the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
alliance, was aired for nearly four 
hours Monday by high-level West 
German and American delega- 
tions. U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker said the discussions 
would be continued, but he did 
not say when. 

West German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher and De- 
fence Minister Gerhard Stolten- 
here then headed back to Bonn to 
bring the bad news to Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, who wanted to 
persuade the Americans to open 
negotiations on the U.S.-built 
Lance missiles. 

As they departed for Bonn, 
however. Genscher and Stolten- 
berg told German reporters the 
talks were “encouraging.” They 
did not elaborate and said that at 


this point it was better not to 
comment publicly, said a West 
German official who asked not to 
be identified. 

Said Baker of the discussions: 
"They explained their positions 
which the chancellor will formally 
present to the Federal Republic 
of Germany April 27 ... we ex- 1 
plained ours. As a result, we 
understand their position better 
and they understand ours 
better." 

Kohl's formal presentation will 
be made to the West German 
parliament Thursday. 

Bonn sought the meeting in 
Washington following an all-night 
parley late last week of Kohl's 
fragile coalition, which political 
analysts say is in danger of defeat 
in next year's elections. 

Coalition sources said the Kohl 
government agreed last week to 
press for quick talks on short- 
range nuclear forces (SNF) and to 
postpone a decision on upgrading 
NATO’s Lance short-range nuc- 
lear rockets — positions aimed at 
regaining the support of wavering 
swing voters who oppose nuclear 
arms. 



Protests against Lance missile modernisation have put off the project until after the West German 
elections 


But U.S. officials dashed cold 
water on tbe idea of SNF negotia- 
tions as the State Department 
talks dragged on. 

President Bush, appealing to 
West Germany for unity, told 
reporters travelling to Chicago 
aboard Air Force One that a “fait 
accompli” by Bonn was unaccept- 
able. 

“Secretary Baker has said 


many times ... we think it would 
be a mistake to engage in arms 
control negotiations on SNF," 
State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwiler said at a news 
briefing shortly after the talks 
began. 

Baker represented the United 
States alongwitb Defence Secret- 
ary Dick Cheney and National 
Security Adviser Brent Scow- 


croft. 
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Witch gets holiday 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (AP) — 
An air force woman who says she 
is a witch has been granted per- 
mission to observe her faith’s 
eight holidays. Airman Patricia 
H utchins , 21, who says she has 
been a wrccaa, or witch, for four 
years, asked the air force to allow 
her to take time off for religious 
holidays just as it does members 
of otter religious. Wiccans gener- 
ally believe that tbe sun, moon, 
earth and all life are divine and 
are personifications of all crea- 
tive energy. David Engler, cha- 
plain at Lackland air force base, 
wrote a letter to Hutchins' super- 
vising officers at WDford Hall 
medical centre, asking that they 
follow air force regulations on 
religious freedom, Lackland 
spokesman Bob Macnaughton 
said. Air force regulation 35:53 
states: “Members of the air force 
are free to express religious be- 
liefs in a manner that is consistent 
and fair to all,'’ Macnaughton 
said. Hutchins, a physical therap- 
ist at Lackland, said she was 
surprised by the chaplain’s expe- 
dient help. “I have found that 
chaplains in the air force are very 
open-minded,” she said. ‘‘I was 
surprised they did it, but I’m very 
grateful.” Among tbe days she'll 
be allowed to observe are all 
Hallows eve, Oct. 31, and days 
marking the changes of the sea- 
sons. Hutchins traces her faith to 
Celtic Ireland. 

‘WHO’ reunites 

NEW YORK (R) — The WHO, 
the legendary British rock group, 
announced Monday they were 
reuniting for a 25-city North 
American tour this summer in 
celebration of the band's 25th 
anniversary. The stadium tour, 
which reunites original band 
members Pete Towns hend, Ro- 
ger Daltrey and John Entwistle, 
is scheduled to start June 24 in 
Toronto and run until Aug. 30 
when it ends in Oakland, Califor- 
nia. On June 27, the band will 
play a benefit concert perform- 
ance of its rock opera. “Tommy" 
at Radio City Music Hall in New 
York to raise money for the 
Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy 
Foundation for autistic children. 

s 

divorce 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Steven 
Spielberg, director of such hit 
movies as “Jaws" and “E.T.," 
and his wife, actress Amy Irving, 
said Monday they were divorcing 
after three years of marriage. 

Our mutual decision, however 
difficult, was made in the spirit of 
caring.” the couple, who have a 
three-year-old son, said in a joint 
statement. They said financial 
settlements bad already been 
reached but gave no details. 
Spielberg, 41, whose phenomenal 
box office successes also include 
“Raiders of tbe Lost Ark" and 
“Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind," has a net worth of over 
$200 million, according to Forbes^ 
m agazine. Irving has appeared in' 
films including “YentI” and the 
recent “Crossing Delancey.” 

Perfect timing of 
award for Ball 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Com- 
edienne Lucille Ball, recovering 
in the hospital from emergency 
heart surgery, got just what the 
doctor ordered Monday — an 
award for her contributions to 
developing young performers. 
“Tbe timing is absolutely per- 
fect,” said Bali's daugther Lucie 
Arnaz, who accepted the 1989 
Eastman Kodak Second Century 
Award on behalf of her mother. 
‘This particular award comes at a 
time when my mom really, really 
needs it.” Ball, 77, known worl- 
dwide for her role as a dizzy, 
redheaded housewife in televi- 
sion's “I Love Lucy,” is still listed 
m serious condition in Cedars- 
Sinai Medical Centre but hospital 
officials say her condition is im- 
proving every day. 
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